
Commands for Christian Living from a New 
Testament Perspective

This is a long list of New Testament commands for Christian living, 
emphasizing obedience as a hallmark of discipleship, but it is not 
exhaustive—countless other passages in Scripture further illuminate Jesus’ 
call to follow Him wholeheartedly. Each entry reflects the love and 
alignment described in John 14:15 (ESV)—“If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments”—offering timeless guidance for believers navigating 
2025’s challenges.

• Love One Another
◦ Excerpt: John 13:34–35 (ESV) — “A new commandment I 

give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”

◦ Reflection (as a New Testament Writer, e.g., John): As I 
walked with Jesus, I saw His love transform lives—His 
command to love as He loved us is the heartbeat of 
discipleship, binding believers together and drawing others 
to Him. Obeying this call in 2025 means sacrificially loving 
our brothers and sisters, even in a divided world.

• Abide in Christ
◦ Excerpt: John 15:4–5 (ESV) — “Abide in me, and I in you. 

As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., John): I witnessed Jesus’ intimate call to 
remain in Him, like branches drawing life from the vine. 
Obedience means staying rooted in His presence through 
prayer and Scripture, bearing fruit like love and peace 
(Galatians 5:22–23, ESV) in today’s fast-paced, tech-driven 
age.
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• Forgive Others
◦ Excerpt: Matthew 6:14–15 (ESV) — “For if you forgive 

others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Matthew): As I recorded Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Mount, I marveled at His command to forgive, mirroring 
God’s mercy. Obedience today means releasing grudges in 
2025’s conflicts—online or in person—reflecting His grace 
to a hurting world.

• Make Disciples
◦ Excerpt: Matthew 28:19–20 (ESV) — “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Matthew): Jesus’ final charge to us was 
clear—obedience means actively sharing His love and 
teachings, equipping others to follow Him. In 2025, this 
calls us to mentor through digital platforms, church groups, 
and service, spreading His kingdom fearlessly.

• Live Holy Lives
◦ Excerpt: 1 Peter 1:15–16 (ESV) — “But as he who called 

you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is 
written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Peter): Having walked with Jesus and 
seen His perfect holiness, I urge believers to live set apart, 
resisting 2025’s temptations—online, at work, or in culture. 
Obedience means pursuing purity and righteousness, 
reflecting His character daily.

• Serve One Another
◦ Excerpt: Galatians 5:13 (ESV) — “For you were called to 

freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 
another.”



◦ Reflection (e.g., Paul): As I wrote to the Galatians, I saw 
Jesus’ servanthood—washing feet, healing the broken. 
Obedience in 2025 means using our freedom to serve 
humbly, whether volunteering locally or supporting 
missions digitally, showing Christ’s love.

• Pray Continually
◦ Excerpt: 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 (ESV) — “Rejoice 

always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Paul): I learned from Jesus’ prayer life—
His nights in communion with the Father—that constant 
prayer is vital. Obedience means weaving prayer into 
2025’s busyness, using apps or quiet moments to stay 
connected, guiding our discipleship.

• Guard Against False Teaching
◦ Excerpt: 1 John 4:1 (ESV) — “Beloved, do not believe 

every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., John): Having seen Jesus warn against 
deception, I urge believers to test teachings against His 
truth, especially in 2025’s flood of online voices. Obedience 
means studying Scripture diligently, standing firm in His 
commands amidst cultural confusion.

• Give Generously
◦ Excerpt: 2 Corinthians 9:7 (ESV) — “Each one must give 

as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Paul): I saw Jesus’ generosity—feeding 
thousands, giving Himself on the cross. Obedience today 
means giving freely in 2025, whether tithing, supporting 
missions, or sharing resources, reflecting His sacrificial 
love.

• Persevere in Faith
◦ Excerpt: Hebrews 12:1–2 (ESV) — “Let us also lay aside 

every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.”



◦ Excerpt: Hebrews 12:1–2 (ESV) — “Let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Anonymous Writer of Hebrews): Inspired 
by Jesus’ endurance, I call believers to press on despite 
trials. Obedience in 2025 means resisting digital 
distractions, cultural pressures, and personal struggles, 
fixing our eyes on Him as our ultimate example.

•
• Seek First God’s Kingdom

◦ Excerpt: Matthew 6:33 (ESV) — “But seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Matthew): As I recorded Jesus’ Sermon on 
the Mount, I marveled at His call to prioritize God’s kingdom 
above all—wealth, worries, or worldly success. Obedience 
in 2025 means resisting the pull of consumerism, AI-driven 
ambitions, and digital distractions, centering our lives on 
His righteousness, trusting Him to provide amidst life’s 
chaos.

• Be Peacemakers
◦ Excerpt: Matthew 5:9 (ESV) — “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”
◦ Reflection (e.g., Matthew): I saw Jesus bring peace to the 

storm, the broken, and the outcast—His command to be 
peacemakers echoes His heart. Obedience today means 
mediating conflicts in our families, workplaces, or online 
communities, reflecting His peace (Galatians 5:22–23, 
ESV) in 2025’s polarized world, even when it’s 
uncomfortable or risky.

• Walk in the Spirit
◦ Excerpt: Galatians 5:16 (ESV) — “But I say, walk by the 

Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.”
◦ Reflection (e.g., Paul): Having experienced the Spirit’s 

power after Pentecost, I urge believers to live guided by 
Him, resisting fleshly temptations like pride or materialism. 
Obedience in 2025 means using the Spirit’s strength to 
navigate social media pressures, tech addictions, and 
cultural temptations, bearing fruit that honors Jesus daily.
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• Honor Authority
◦ Excerpt: Romans 13:1 (ESV) — “Let every person be 

subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Paul): I wrote this knowing Jesus 
submitted to earthly authorities, even unto the cross. 
Obedience means respecting leaders—government, 
church, or workplace—in 2025, even when policies clash 
with faith, trusting God’s sovereignty while speaking truth in 
love.

• Rejoice in Suffering
◦ Excerpt: 1 Peter 4:12–13 (ESV) — “Beloved, do not be 

surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 
But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you 
may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Peter): Having endured persecution with 
Jesus, I call believers to find joy in trials, as He did. 
Obedience in 2025 means rejoicing through job loss, health 
struggles, or online criticism, trusting His glory will shine, 
strengthening our witness in a suffering world.

• Be Generous with Words
◦ Excerpt: Ephesians 4:29 (ESV) — “Let no corrupting talk 

come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to 
those who hear.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Paul): I saw Jesus’ words heal and uplift—
the same Spirit empowers us to speak life. Obedience 
today means guarding our speech on X, in texts, or face-to-
face, using words to encourage, not tear down, in 2025’s 
often harsh digital culture.

• Practice Humility
◦ Excerpt: Philippians 2:3–4 (ESV) — “Do nothing from 

selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
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selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”

◦ Reflection (e.g., Paul): Witnessing Jesus’ humility—
washing feet, serving sinners—I urge believers to follow 
suit. Obedience in 2025 means putting others first in a self-
focused world, whether online, at work, or in church, 
reflecting His servant heart.

• Keep the Sabbath Holy
◦ Excerpt: Mark 2:27 (ESV) — “And he said to them, ‘The 

Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.’”
◦ Reflection (e.g., Mark): I saw Jesus honor the Sabbath 

while showing its purpose—rest in God. Obedience means 
setting aside time in 2025’s 24/7 digital world, unplugging 
from screens to worship, rest, and reconnect with Him, 
modeling His peace to others.

This list, written from a New Testament writer’s perspective, emphasizes 
obedience as a core expression of love for Jesus, aligning with the 
discipleship focus on following His commands. Each reflection ties the 
command to modern 2025 challenges, making it relevant and actionable for 
today’s Christians.


