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Are you ready to embrace the radical, transformative call of Christian discipleship in 2025—a
journey that demands you put Jesus first, no matter the cost? Dive into our Christian Discipleship
blog post, where we unpack the biblical mandate to follow Christ wholeheartedly. This resource
challenges you to grow in faith, serve others, and share the Gospel amidst today’s digital
distractions, cultural pressures, and personal struggles, equipping you to live out your calling
with courage and obedience in a fast-paced world. Will you answer Jesus’ call to take up your
cross and step into true discipleship?

I. Introduction to Christian Discipleship

A. Definition and Purpose

Excerpt: Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV) — “And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that [ have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the
age.””

Explanation: Christian discipleship is the process of following Jesus, growing in faith, and
helping others do the same, as commanded in the Great Commission. It’s a lifelong journey of
transformation and mission. Jesus is sending His hand-chosen disciples out into the world to

accomplish a specific mission: Make more disciples.

B. Historical Context
Excerpt: Mark 1:17 (ESV) — “And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you become



fishers of men.””

Explanation: Jesus modeled discipleship by calling His first disciples (Simon Peter, Andrew,
James, and John) to leave their nets and follow Him, setting a pattern of personal relationship
and obedience.

BibleRef.com: What does Mark 1:17 mean?

Luke 5:1-11 gives the full account of Jesus' call of Andrew, Simon Peter, James, and John. Jesus
is teaching on the shores of Gennesaret, south of Capernaum, when the crowd becomes
overwhelming. Simon Peter and the others are washing their nets, and Jesus asks him if he can
use his boat as kind of a stage. Jesus sits in the boat and teaches for a while, but then tells Simon
to go out farther into the lake to fish. Peter explains that they'd gone out the night before and
found nothing, but Jesus insists. When Simon Peter lets down his nets, the catch is so great it
threatens to swamp both his and James and John's boats. Simon Peter's response is to instantly
worship Jesus.

Mark, being a man of action, only records the call issued by Jesus. The call to "follow me" is
also used with Levi (Matthew) in Mark 2:14, to a crowd in Mark 8:34, and to the rich young
ruler in Mark 10:21. It's also found in Matthew 11:28 when Jesus says, "Come to Me, all who
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." This is Jesus' call to us, as well. Not all will
answer the call of Christ, yet those who do experience changed lives, including Peter, Andrew,
and Matthew, along with James and John (Mark 1:19-20), who would all serve as part of the
twelve apostles.

The apostles, as "fishers of men," grow to understand this. They fished with nets, which were
dropped or thrown over the side of the boat. The net would collect a wide variety of creatures,
not all of which were good for food. In a similar way, Jesus promises Andrew and Simon Peter
that they would "catch" or reach many people with the good news of Jesus. Jesus expounds on
this idea in the Parable of the Net (Matthew 13:47-50). The kingdom of heaven is like a net that
catches many people, but some will not have a saving faith and will be rejected. Jesus calls
Andrew and Simon Peter (and James and John) to sacrifice their lifestyle and their lives to
change the world rather than run a business. In return, many, but not all, lives would be changed
forever.

II. Characteristics of a Christian Disciple

A. Obedience to Christ’s Commands

Excerpt: John 14:15 (ESV) — “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
Explanation: Obedience is a hallmark of discipleship, reflecting love for Jesus and alignment
with His teachings.

Here is a long list of New Testament commands for Christian living, emphasizing obedience as
a hallmark of discipleship, but it is not exhaustive—countless other passages in Scripture further
illuminate Jesus’ call to follow Him wholeheartedly. Each entry reflects the love and alignment
described in John 14:15 (ESV), offering timeless guidance for believers navigating 2025’s
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challenges.

B. Producing Good Fruit

Excerpt: John 15:8 (ESV) — “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so
prove to be my disciples.”

Explanation: Disciples demonstrate spiritual growth through good works, love, and character,
fulfilling Jesus’ call to bear fruit.

When God's people depend on His Word (John 15:7) and obey His will, He is glorified in it. This
is not only the ultimate point of our service to Him, but it is also proof for ourselves and others
that we are truly born again.

BibleRef.com: John 15:8

The sequence Jesus uses here is important for our understanding of salvation. He does not say,
"when you obey, you are saved." He does not say, "when you bear fruit, that earns you the status
of disciple." Christ specifically says that bearing spiritual fruit is evidence of one's
relationship to Him. This is an important point when looking at Scriptures such as James 2:14—
17. There, James says the same thing as Jesus, but with a different perspective. Good works, and
spiritual fruit, are evidence of one's salvation—not something one pays in order to buy it.

In the prior verse, Jesus pointed out that prayers from one "abiding in" Christ, in whom His
words also "abide," are aligned with the will of God and therefore guaranteed. It is His power
and His will that make these things possible. Without a true connection to Christ, spiritual
fruit cannot be produced (John 15:5). Merely pretending to have eternal life doesn't result in
spiritual abundance, or salvation (Matthew 7:21-23; John 15:6).

C. Loving Others

Excerpt: John 13:34-35 (ESV) — “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Explanation: Love for others is the visible mark of a disciple, fostering community and
outreach. Without a doubt, love —particularly among fellow believers—is intended to be the
foremost and most compelling indicator of a person’s Christian faith (John 13:35; 1 John 3:14).

D. Making More Disciples

Excerpt: 2 Timothy 2:2 (ESV) — “and what you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.”

Explanation: Discipleship involves multiplying faith by training others, as Paul instructed
Timothy. Paul’s remarks in this passage highlight a fourfold chain of discipleship, spanning from
Paul to Timothy, then to educators, and finally to additional followers. Transmitting faith is not a
one-time act but a multi-generational endeavor. Christian discipleship adopts a long-term
perspective, aiming to influence others who will, in turn, impact even more individuals.

E. Putting Jesus First
Excerpt: Luke 14:26-27 (ESV) — “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and
mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be
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my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.”
Explanation: Disciples prioritize Jesus above all relationships and personal desires, embracing
sacrifice and commitment.

BibleRef.com: Luke 14:26

We know that Jesus is speaking hyperbolically here because verses must always be read in
context: in the passage, the book, the other books of the same author, and within the whole Bible.
Both Testaments tell us to honor our parents, and honor is fueled by agape love (Exodus 20:12;
Ephesians 6:1-3). Husbands are to love their wives (Ephesians 5:28). And one of the sub-
contexts that runs throughout the whole Bible is that good parents naturally love their children
(cf. Luke 11:11-13; Ephesians 6:4). Loving our families is biblical.

Are you ready to deepen your walk with Christ and truly put Jesus first in your life this year?
This Personal Reflection Worksheet: Putting Jesus First in My Life (2025) is here to guide
you on that transformative journey. Packed with creative, thought-provoking questions tailored
to modern challenges —like digital distractions, work-life balance, and community engagement
—this resource invites you to take notes, set personal goals, and identify life changes that align
with God’s call (Luke 14:26-27, ESV). Download it today for your own edification and
challenge, and let it inspire you to prioritize Jesus in every area of your 2025 life—whether you
keep it private or share it with your Bible studies class!

I11. The Process of Discipleship

A. Following Jesus Personally

Excerpt: Matthew 4:19 (ESV) — “And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers
of men.””

Explanation: Discipleship begins with a personal commitment to follow Jesus, learning from
His life and teachings, as modeled by the apostles.

B. Equipped by the Holy Spirit

Excerpt: Acts 1:8 (ESV) — “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.”

Explanation: The Holy Spirit empowers disciples for witness and growth.

BibleRef.com: Acts 1:8

"Witness" is from the Greek root word martys. It means a legal or historical spectator who can
swear to what he has seen, and Jesus does bestow that role to the apostles. Peter, James and John
witnessed Jesus' transfiguration (2 Peter 1:16—18). Hundreds saw Jesus after the resurrection (1
Corinthians 15:6). This more than fulfills the Mosaic requirement of two or more witnesses
(Deuteronomy 17:6). But martys is also the origin of the English word martyr. It is someone who
embodies the example of Jesus by being willing to die for what they believe about Him. The
apostles fulfilled Jesus' commission; all but John are recorded to have been martyred for their
faith.
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C. Overcoming Challenges

Excerpt: John 16:33 (ESV) — “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.
In the world, you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
Explanation: Disciples face trials but find strength in Christ, preparing them to persevere in
making disciples.

Discover renewed hope and resilience with this free PDF download, Overcoming Life’s
Challenges—Finding Strength in Faith: Navigating Hardships with Spiritual Resilience.
This powerful personal study guides you to find strength in God amidst everyday struggles,
drawing on Scripture like 1 John 5:4-5 (ESV): “For everyone born of God overcomes the world.
This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.” Perfect for deepening your faith
and navigating 2025’s challenges. Download it now for a transformative journey!

D. Growing in Christlikeness

Growing in Christlikeness stands as an all-important aspect of Christian discipleship, as
affirmed by a wealth of overwhelming Scripture. Romans 8:29 (ESV) declares, “For those whom
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son,” underscoring God’s
purpose for us to mirror Jesus’ love, humility, and righteousness. We’re guided to prioritize
Jesus, bearing fruit that glorifies God amidst modern challenges.

Excerpt: Corinthians 3:18 (ESV)

“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the
Spirit.”

Explanation: This passage highlights the ongoing transformation process as believers gaze upon
Christ’s glory through Scripture and the Spirit’s work. Growing in Christlikeness involves a
progressive change, becoming more like Jesus in holiness and love, step by step, as some
theologians describe as “ongoing sanctification,” indicating that, through the Spirit’s
transformative work, we gradually grow to reflect His likeness over time.

Excerpt: Ephesians 4:22-24 (ESV)

“To put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through
deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self,
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

Explanation: This verse describes the deliberate act of shedding sinful habits and embracing a
new identity in Christ, modeled after God’s righteousness and holiness. Growing in
Christlikeness requires renewing our minds and aligning our actions with Jesus’ perfect example.

Discover practical wisdom and transformative insights with this PDF guide, Positive and
Practical Ways to Behave in Accordance with Ephesians 4:22-24. This resource offers
actionable steps to “put off your old self,” renew your mind, and “put on the new self” in God’s
likeness, rooted in the timeless truths of Scripture. Whether you’re seeking to deepen your faith,
strengthen your relationships, or live out your calling in 2025, download this guide now and
embark on a journey of spiritual growth!

Excerpt: Colossians 3:9—10 (ESV)
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“Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.”
Explanation: Paul underscores the renewal of a believer’s nature, emphasizing growth in
knowledge of Christ to reflect God’s image. This transformation involves shedding old, sinful
behaviors and embracing truth, love, and wisdom as Jesus exemplified. By abandoning deceit
and sinful habits associated with the “old self,” Christians adopt a renewed identity in Christ,
marked by holiness and truth. Practically, this calls believers to live with integrity, honesty, and
ongoing spiritual growth, aligning their actions with their Christlike nature to cultivate authentic
relationships and a righteous life.

Excerpt: Philippians 2:5 (ESV)

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus.”

Explanation: This verse calls believers to adopt the same humble, servant-hearted attitude as
Jesus, as described in Philippians 2:6—11. Growing in Christlikeness means cultivating His
mindset—selflessness, obedience, and love —even in a self-focused 2025 world.

Excerpt: 1 John 2:6 (ESV)

“Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.”
Explanation: John challenges believers to live as Jesus lived —marked by love, obedience, and
righteousness. Growing in Christlikeness involves daily alignment with Jesus’ example, walking
in His footsteps through acts of faith and service.

Excerpt: Galatians 2:20 (ESV)

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.”

Explanation: This verse describes the profound union with Christ that drives spiritual growth.
Growing in Christlikeness means allowing Jesus to live through us, reflecting His sacrificial love

and faith in our daily lives, even amidst modern challenges.

Excerpt: 2 Peter 1:5-8 (ESV)

“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with
love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Explanation: Peter outlines a progressive growth plan, building on faith to develop Christlike
qualities like love, godliness, and self-control. Growing in Christlikeness is an active, intentional
process, producing fruit that mirrors Jesus’ character.

Unlock a deeper understanding of spiritual growth in today’s world with this PDF guide,
Modern Definitions of Spiritual Maturity Traits from 2 Peter 1:5-8. Explore expanded,
practical insights into faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, brotherly
affection, and love —tailored for 2025’s challenges and opportunities. Whether you’re seeking to
enrich your faith or inspire others, download this resource now to dive into these transformative
traits and apply them to your life.



https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2-Peter-Maturity-Traits.pdf

Excerpt: Hebrews 12:2 (ESV)

“Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Explanation: This verse encourages believers to fix their eyes on Jesus as the ultimate example
of faith and perseverance. Growing in Christlikeness means emulating His endurance, joy, and
focus on God’s will, even in a distracted, fast-paced world.

Excerpt: 1 Corinthians 11:1 (ESV)

“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.”

Explanation: Following a godly mentor, as Paul advises the believers at Corinth in 1 Corinthians
11:1—*“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” —is crucial for spiritual growth and maturity. Paul
emphasizes that believers should emulate his example because he models Christ’s teachings,
character, and sacrificial love, providing a tangible guide for living out faith. This mentorship
fosters accountability, wisdom, and a deeper connection to Christ, helping Christians navigate
life’s challenges by following a proven path of godliness, ensuring their actions align with God’s
will.

IV. Practical Steps for Discipleship

A. Study the Bible

Excerpt: 2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV) — “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”

Explanation: Regular Bible study is essential for growth, using tools to learn and apply
scripture.

Here are some practical, attainable methods of regular Bible study for Christians, along with
valuable websites for daily access, tailored for 2025 believers. These suggestions draw on the
web results (e.g., biblestudytools.com, freedailybiblestudy.com, biblegateway.com,
openbible.info) and biblical principles from the "Bible Study Outline: Christian Discipleship,"
ensuring they’re accessible, engaging, and relevant for modern life.

Daily Verse Meditation (5-10 Minutes)

How: Start each day with a single verse or short passage (e.g., from a Bible app or printed
devotional). Read it slowly, pray for understanding, and reflect on how it applies to your life. Jot
down one takeaway or action step in a journal or phone note.

SOAP Method (Scripture, Observation, Application, Prayer) (10-15 Minutes)

How: Choose a passage (e.g., one chapter or a few verses), write down the Scripture, note
observations (what stands out), apply it to your life (how it changes you), and pray about it. Use
a notebook, digital doc, or printable template.

Topical Study (15-20 Minutes, 2—3 Times/Week)

How: Select a topic (e.g., love, patience, or discipleship) and use a concordance or Bible app to
find related verses. Read them, reflect on their context, and write how they apply to your life or
current challenges.



Verse Mapping (15-30 Minutes, Weekly)

How: Pick a verse, break it down by writing its historical context, key words, cross-references,
and personal application. Use a notebook, printable template, or digital tool to map it out
visually.

Audio Bible Listening (While Multitasking, 10-30 Minutes/Day)
How: Listen to an audio Bible (e.g., ESV or NIV) while driving, exercising, or doing chores.
Pause to reflect on key points or jot down notes afterward.

Journaling Through a Book of the Bible (20-30 Minutes, 3—5 Times/Week)
How: Read one chapter (or a few verses) of a Bible book (e.g., John, Psalms), write a summary,
a personal prayer, and one life application. Use a physical journal, app, or blog platform.

Group Study or Accountability (Weekly, 30-60 Minutes)
How: Join a small group, Zoom call, or in-person Bible study, discussing a passage or theme.
Assign homework (e.g., 10 minutes of daily reading) and share insights.

Valuable Websites for Daily Access to Bible Study Resources (2025)
These websites, drawn from the web results and updated for modern usability, offer free, reliable
tools for daily Bible engagement:

BibleGateway.com

What It Offers: BibleGateway.com is a premier online resource for Scripture engagement,
offering over 200 Bible versions in 70+ languages, including the ESV, NIV, and KJV, accessible
in text and audio formats. Features include daily reading plans, devotionals, study tools (e.g.,
commentaries, concordances), verse-of-the-day emails, and a mobile app for 2025 users. With
free access, premium subscriptions for advanced study, and community features, it’s ideal for
personal, group, or in-depth Bible study, making Scripture accessible anytime, anywhere.

BibleStudyTools.com

What It Offers: Discover a wealth of biblical resources at BibleStudyTools.com, your go-to
destination for deepening your faith. Explore over 30 Bible translations (including ESV), daily
devotionals, reading plans, and study tools like concordances, dictionaries, and commentaries.
Access verse-by-topic searches, parallel Bible views, historical Christian books, and printable
prayer guides. With mobile apps, audio Bibles, and ad-free options, this site offers everything
from beginner studies to in-depth research, empowering Christians in 2025 to engage with
Scripture meaningfully.

FreeDailyBibleStudy.com

What It Offers: Discover the rich resources at FreeDailyBibleStudy.com, designed to deepen
your faith through daily Bible engagement. This site offers free daily Bible study podcasts based
on the M’Cheyne Reading Plan, covering Genesis through 2 Chronicles, along with meditations
and devotional commentaries (e.g.,on 1, 2, and 3 John). Access printable study tools, links to
classic Christian works, and simple, jargon-free content by Jacob D. Gerber, Senior Pastor at
Harvest Community Church (PCA). Perfect for 2025 Christians seeking accessible, scripture-
centered growth, it’s ad-free and available on desktops, mobile devices, and podcast platforms
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like Spotify.

YouVersion (Bible.com)

What It Offers: Discover the power of God’s Word with Bible.com, home to the YouVersion
Bible App, offering over 2,400 Bible versions in 1,600+ languages—free and ad-free. Explore
10,000+ reading plans and devotionals for daily inspiration, listen to audio Bibles, create prayers,
and study with friends via community features. Access customizable tools like notes, highlights,
and bookmarks on your computer, phone, or tablet, with offline downloads and AR-enhanced
experiences for immersive 2025 engagement.

Navigators.org (Discipleship Resources)

What It Offers: Explore discipleship at Navigators.org, where they offer a wealth of free
resources to deepen your faith. Discover articles, Bible study guides, and tools for Life-to-Life®
discipleship, focusing on knowing Christ and making Him known. Access printable PDFs, online
courses, and practical tips for spiritual growth, all designed to equip you for 2025’s challenges,
whether you’re a beginner or a seasoned believer.

B. Pray Continually

Excerpt: Philippians 4:6 (ESV) — “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”
Explanation: Prayer deepens a disciple’s relationship with God, fostering dependence and
guidance.

Deepen your prayer life with The Navigators 7 Ways to Pray: Time-Tested Practices for
Encountering God, a free resource from The Navigators offering seven time-tested practices for
connecting with God. This guide, rooted in Christian history, provides practical tips and
downloadable PDFs to make prayer a joyful habit in 2025’s busy world, helping you encounter
God’s presence through gratitude, Scripture, and more. Perfect for personal or group spiritual
growth.

C. Serve Others

Excerpt: Galatians 5:13 (ESV) — “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use
your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”

Explanation: Serving others reflects Christ’s love, a practical expression of discipleship for 2025
Christians.

Discover how to live out Christ’s love in 2025 with our free PDF, Practical Expressions of
Service for Modern Christians. This resource offers a bulleted list of actionable ways to serve
others daily —from mentoring online to supporting global missions —rooted in Galatians 5:13
(ESV). Download it now to deepen your discipleship and bring Jesus’ compassion into your busy
life!

D. Build Relationships

Excerpt: Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) — “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”

Explanation: Discipleship thrives in community through mentoring and fellowship, fostering
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accountability and growth.

Deepen your walk as a disciple by building meaningful Christian relationships with the practical
steps outlined at www.cru.org. This resource from Cru offers tools like Life-to-Life®
discipleship, small group guides, and prayer strategies to foster authentic connections, rooted in
Scripture. Learn how to mentor, encourage, and grow together in 2025, reflecting Jesus’ love and
strengthening your community for God’s glory.
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@ The Word of God — scripture is vitally important. We cannot objectively know the truths we

need to know about God and how we are to obey him apart from scripture. Scripture (The Word)
is the theme of our National Disciple Making Forum.

Unfortunately, many churches and leaders over-emphasize scripture and knowledge (at the
expense of other elements).

@ The People of God — relationships are essential in disciple making. Jesus’ method, above all,
was relational. In the gospels he was with his disciples—walking, talking, experiencing —most of
the time. So, like Jesus, we must engage in meaningful relationships with those we are discipling
so that we can relate to them, love them, teach them scripture and help them to obey it in
practical ways.

But relationships and scripture are not enough.

@ The Spirit of God — is the ultimate agent of transformation in disciple-making. Scripture

teaches us that it is the Spirit who convicts a person of sin and draws that person to place his or
her faith in Jesus (John 16:7-11; 1 John 2:20-27). And then God tells us that the power that
brings change in discipling relationships is the Holy Spirit, who transforms us from one degree
of glory into the other, as we become more and more like Jesus. (2 Corinthians 3:17-18)
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But, if all we have is 1) the Word of God, 2) the People of God, and 3) the Spirit of God,
something is still missing.

@ The Mission of Jesus — is the intentionality factor that grounds discipling relationships in

purpose, forethought, and strategy. Every disciple and every potential disciple needs someone to
guide them, to disciple them. They need someone who knows what Jesus meant when he told us
that it is up to us to “make disciples” (Matthew 28:18-20). Intentionality is to be purposive, to
know where we are guiding someone. Many do not realize that God will partner with us in
disciple-making. He seeks to redeem the world as we co-labor with him—that is why he teaches
us to make disciples. (Colossians 1:28; Galatians 3:19; 1 Thessalonians 2:18-19)

So, examine the disciple making strategy you are using in your discipling relationships. You
must include each of these four elements for holistic and effective disciple making—do not
neglect any one of them.
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E. Share the Gospel

Excerpt: Matthew 5:16 (ESV) — “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Explanation: Evangelism is integral to discipleship, as Jesus calls disciples to be witnesses.

Download this PDF of Methods for Christian Witnessing and Sharing the Gospel, featuring a
wide range of methods for Christian witnessing and distributing literature, each grounded in
Scripture and practical for 2025 Christians. It aligns with the discipleship emphasis on
evangelism, offering diverse approaches for personal, relational, digital, and cultural contexts.

V. Biblical Examples of Discipleship

A. Jesus and the Twelve Disciples

Excerpt: Mark 3:14-15 (ESV) — “And he appointed twelve (whom he named apostles) so that
they might be with him and he might send them out to preach and have authority to cast out
demons.”

Explanation: Jesus’ training of the Twelve exemplifies relational discipleship, teaching, and
mission.

B. Paul and Timothy

Excerpt: 1 Corinthians 4:17 (ESV) — “That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful
child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every
church.”

Explanation: Paul’s mentorship of Timothy exemplifies intentional discipleship and the
entrusting of truth to reliable believers, as seen in 2 Timothy 2:2 and throughout the Pastoral
Epistles. Paul invested deeply in Timothy, equipping him with biblical truth, leadership skills,
and spiritual resilience to lead the Ephesian church despite Timothy’s youth and challenges. By
urging Timothy to pass on what he learned to “faithful men who will be able to teach others
also,” Paul modeled a deliberate, multigenerational approach to discipleship, ensuring the
gospel’s enduring impact. This dynamic relationship highlights how intentional mentorship
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fosters spiritual growth and continuity, inspiring Christians to invest similarly in reliable
disciples.

C. Barnabas and Paul

Excerpt: Acts 9:27 (ESV) — “But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and
declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how he had
preached boldly in Damascus in the name of Jesus.”

Explanation: Barnabas’s support of Paul vividly illustrates encouragement and partnership in
discipleship, as seen in Acts 9:27-28 and beyond. When Paul, a former persecutor of Christians,
faced skepticism from the Jerusalem church, Barnabas risked his reputation to advocate for him,
introducing Paul and affirming his conversion. This act of encouragement opened the door for
Paul’s ministry, fostering a partnership that propelled their missionary work, as in Acts 13-14.
Barnabas’s willingness to mentor, trust, and collaborate demonstrates how encouragement
strengthens discipleship, equipping believers to grow and serve together in faith.

VI. Challenges and Obstacles in Discipleship

A. Persecution and Opposition

Excerpt: 2 Timothy 3:12 (ESV) — “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted.”

Explanation: Disciples of Christ often encounter significant external resistance, necessitating a
deep and unwavering reliance on God for strength and perseverance, as Paul warns. This verse
underscores that following Jesus faithfully invites opposition—whether through societal
rejection, cultural pressures, or outright hostility —due to the transformative and countercultural
nature of godly living. In a world marked by challenges, such as secularism, misinformation, or
personal trials, disciples must depend on God’s grace, prayer, and the power of the Holy Spirit to
endure and remain steadfast, trusting in His promises to sustain them through adversity.

Transitioning to 2 Timothy 3:14, Paul offers an encouraging counterbalance to this reality,
urging Timothy to “continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it.” This exhortation invites disciples to hold fast to the foundational truths
and teachings they’ve received, particularly from trusted mentors like Paul, whose life and
doctrine provide a reliable anchor. This encouragement resonates as a call to persevere in biblical
knowledge and faith, drawing strength from Scripture and community to navigate resistance,
ensuring spiritual growth and stability amidst external pressures

B. Worldly Distractions

Excerpt: 1 John 2:15-16 (ESV) — “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of
the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the
world.”

Explanation: Materialism and cultural pressures can profoundly hinder discipleship, drawing
believers away from their spiritual calling and urging them to prioritize temporary worldly
desires over eternal values. These verses highlight three specific temptations: the lust of the flesh
(indulging in physical pleasures or instant gratification), the lust of the eyes (coveting material



possessions or appearances), and the pride of life (boasting in status, wealth, or achievements).

In our consumer-driven, media-saturated culture, these pressures—such as the allure of social
media fame, consumerism, or societal approval —can distract Christians from their devotion to
God, eroding their focus on heavenly priorities like love, humility, and obedience. To counter
this, discipleship requires a deliberate shift toward eternal values, emphasizing a heart aligned
with God’s kingdom through prayer, Scripture, and community, resisting the transient pull of
materialism and cultural conformity to pursue a life that reflects Christ’s eternal truth and

purpose.

C. Lack of Knowledge

Excerpt: Hosea 4:6 (ESV) — “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you
have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since you have forgotten the
law of your God, I also will forget your children.”

Explanation: In a modern context, ignorance and misapplications of Scripture can significantly
stall spiritual growth, creating confusion, division, and ineffective discipleship, as Hosea 4:6
warns. This verse highlights the devastating consequences of neglecting God’s truth—spiritual
destruction and generational impact—due to a lack of biblical understanding or deliberate
rejection of divine wisdom.

With the proliferation of digital misinformation, social media debates, and secular influences,
Christians face heightened risks of misinterpreting Scripture, cherry-picking verses, or adopting
distorted teachings that align with cultural trends rather than God’s intent, such as prosperity
gospel misapplications or misinformed online theology. This ignorance can hinder personal
growth, weaken churches, and mislead communities, preventing believers from living out their
faith effectively.

To counter this, there is a critical need for diligent Bible study —using reliable translations,
commentaries, and tools like Bible apps (e.g., YouVersion) and podcasts—and robust teaching
from trusted pastors and scholars. Engaging in regular study, attending Bible-focused classes,
and participating in small groups can equip Christians to discern truth, apply Scripture
accurately, and foster spiritual maturity, ensuring they grow in knowledge and avoid the pitfalls
Hosea describes, even in today’s complex, information-rich world.

VII. Application for 2025 Christians

A. Personal Growth

Excerpt: Colossians 2:6-7 (ESV) — “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.”

Explanation: Discipleship in 2025 requires daily practices like prayer, scripture reading, and
service.

BibleRef.com: Colossians 2:6-7

Paul provides three images that show the importance of walking in faith (Colossians 2:6). First,
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we are "rooted" in Christ. The idea is that of a tree or plant whose roots form the strength and
basis for life. The believer's roots are Christ, not another source, as false teachers would suggest.
Second, the believer is "built up" in Christ. This building or architectural metaphor speaks of a
building that is constructed by the power of Christ. Just as only Christ can save a person, only
Christ can build up or mature a person. Third, to be "established" in the faith is a legal
metaphor referring to maturity or something firmly decided.

Faith Journals: Explore these rich resources to deepen your spiritual journey in 2025. This site
offers a variety of free, printable PDF faith journal templates designed to enhance your prayer
life, Bible study, and personal reflection, rooted in Christian principles. Whether you’re seeking
prompts for gratitude, sermon notes, or devotional tracking, these beautifully designed tools—
available in multiple styles and colors—provide a practical way to cultivate faith, document
spiritual growth, and connect with God daily, perfect for individual or group use.

B. Making Disciples in a Digital Age

Excerpt: Acts 20:18-20 (ESV) — 18 And when they came to him, he said to them: “You
yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia,
19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through
the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was
profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house.”

Explanation: This passage, part of Paul’s farewell address to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20,
highlights his dedication to discipleship, humility, and evangelism —key themes in Christian
discipleship

The modern tools of technology (e.g., X (former Twitter), Zoom, online Bible studies, blog
posts) can be used to share faith, adapting Paul’s public forums and house-to-house models for
2025 outreach.

C. Community Engagement

Excerpt: 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (ESV) — “Therefore encourage one another and build one
another up, just as you are doing.”

Explanation: Build discipleship communities in churches, small groups, or youth programs,
fostering accountability and love.

Discover meaningful ways to live out your faith and share the Gospel in 2025 with our free PDF,
Opportunities for Community Engagement in Mesa, Gilbert, and Chandler, Arizona. This
resource outlines actionable ways to serve, build relationships, and witness through local events,
shelters, and church outreach, rooted in Matthew 5:16 (ESV). Download it now to deepen your
discipleship and connect with your community for God’s glory!

VIII. Conclusion and Call to Action

A. Reflect on Your Discipleship Journey

Excerpt: Philippians 3:13-14 (ESV) — “Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own.
But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press
on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
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Explanation: Encourage participants to assess their growth, commit to following Jesus, and
make disciples, inspired by Paul’s perseverance. Reflect on personal progress in studying
Scripture, praying, serving, and loving others, recognizing that discipleship is a continuous
Journey of growth and reliance on God’s grace. Consider journaling or discussing with a group:
Where have you seen growth in your walk with Christ? Where do you need to press on or seek
help from the Holy Spirit?

Discipleship means adherence to Christ and because Christ is the object of that adherence, it
must take the form of discipleship. An abstract theology, a doctrinal system, a general religious
knowledge of the subject of grace or the forgiveness of sins, render discipleship superfluous, and
exclude any idea of discipleship whatsoever, and are essentially inimical to the whole conception
of following Christ ... Christianity without the living Christ is inevitably Christianity without
discipleship, and Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.

~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer

B. Commit to Action

Excerpt: Matthew 5:16 (ESV) — “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

Explanation: Challenge believers to take concrete steps toward deeper discipleship and making
disciples, aligning with Jesus’ call to shine as lights in a dark world. In 2025, this might include
starting a daily Bible reading plan, joining a small group or mentoring relationship, volunteering
in the community, or using digital platforms (e.g., X, church apps) to share faith testimonies.
Encourage specific, measurable actions: Choose one person to disciple this month, commit to
weekly prayer for growth, or identify a local service opportunity to reflect Christ’s love.
Emphasize that discipleship is both personal transformation and outward mission, inviting
participants to pray for God’s guidance and boldness in living out their calling.



