
The Heart of True Discipleship
and the Ultimate Decision

A Bible Study and Sermon on Luke 6:37-49

Introduction: The Teacher on the Plain

Picture the scene: Jesus has just descended from a mountain where He spent the entire night in prayer, 
choosing His twelve apostles. Now He stands on a level place—what we might call a natural 
amphitheater—surrounded by a great multitude. His disciples sit close, eager to learn, while crowds 
from Judea, Jerusalem, and the coastal regions of Tyre and Sidon press in to hear this rabbi who speaks 
with unmatched authority.

What follows in Luke 6:20-49 is often called the "Sermon on the Plain," Luke's version of the profound 
teaching that Matthew records as the Sermon on the Mount. But as we arrive at verses 37-49, Jesus is 
no longer simply describing the blessed life or the radical nature of His kingdom. He's getting practical, 
urgent even. He's talking about the heart of what it means to follow Him and the ultimate decision 
every person must make.

This isn't just moral instruction—this is Jesus revealing the very essence of discipleship and 
confronting His listeners with a choice that will determine their eternal reward.

The Foundation of Christian Character (Luke 6:37-42)

The Revolutionary Command: "Judge Not"

"Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you  
will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you." (Luke 6:37-38a)

Jesus begins with what might be His most misunderstood teaching. In our culture, "judge not" has 
become a shield against any moral evaluation, a way to silence conviction and accountability. But Jesus 
isn't advocating moral relativism—He's revealing the heart attitude that must characterize His 
followers.

The Greek word for "judge" here is krino, which can mean to separate, distinguish, or condemn. Jesus 
is specifically addressing the hypocritical, condemnatory judgment that seeks to destroy rather than 
restore. This isn't about discernment—elsewhere, Jesus tells us to judge righteous judgment (John 7:24) 
and to discern between good and evil. This is about the spirit in which we approach others' failures and 
sins.

Notice the parallel construction: "Judge not... condemn not... forgive... give." Jesus is painting a 
portrait of the transformed heart. The person who has truly experienced God's grace cannot help but 
extend that same grace to others. Why? Because they understand their own desperate need for mercy.



The Promise of Divine Reciprocity

"Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the  
measure you use it will be measured back to you." (Luke 6:38b)

Here, Jesus reveals a fundamental spiritual principle: God's economy operates on reciprocity, but not 
the reciprocity of earning or merit. This is the reciprocity of character. The person who shows mercy 
receives mercy not because they've earned it, but because they've demonstrated they understand it, 
value it, and can handle it properly.

The imagery is beautiful—grain being measured in the marketplace, pressed down to eliminate air 
pockets, shaken to settle it completely, then filled until it overflows. This is God's generosity to the 
generous heart. This is how the Father responds to those who reflect His character.

The Parable of Blind Leadership

"Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above his 
teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher." (Luke 6:39-40)

Jesus shifts to address those who would presume to guide others. The religious leaders of His day were 
spiritually blind, leading others into the same blindness. But true discipleship produces transformation
—the disciple becomes like the teacher.

This is both a warning and a promise. Warning: if you follow blind guides, you'll end up in the ditch 
with them. Promise: if you follow Jesus, you'll become like Him. The goal of Christian discipleship 
isn't just behavior modification—it's character transformation. We're being shaped into His likeness.

The Speck and the Log

"Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own 
eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,' when 
you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye." (Luke 
6:41-42)

This isn't hyperbole—it's a perfect picture of human nature. We're experts at seeing others' flaws while 
remaining blind to our own. The word "hypocrite" here literally means "actor"—someone playing a 
part, pretending to be something they're not.

But notice: Jesus doesn't say ignore the speck in your brother's eye. He says deal with your own log 
first. The goal is restoration, not condemnation. When we've faced our own sin honestly, when we've 
experienced God's grace in the deep places of failure, then we can help others with gentle, humble 
hearts.



The Test of Authentic Faith (Luke 6:43-45)

The Principle of Spiritual Fruit

"For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, for each tree is known 
by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble 
bush." (Luke 6:43-44)

Jesus moves from addressing how we treat others to examining the source of our actions. This is 
diagnostic teaching—He's giving us the tools to evaluate spiritual authenticity, both in ourselves and 
others.

The principle is simple: nature produces after its kind. You don't have to guess what kind of tree you're 
looking at if you can see its fruit. Apple trees produce apples, not oranges. Thorn bushes don't suddenly 
start growing grapes.

In the spiritual realm, this means that genuine faith produces Christ-like character and actions. False 
faith, no matter how convincing it appears, will eventually reveal itself through its fruit.

The Heart: The Source of All Action

"The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his 
evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks." (Luke 6:45)

Here's the profound truth: everything we do flows from who we are at the heart level. The "heart" in 
biblical terminology isn't just emotions—it's the control center of personality, the core of our being 
where desires, decisions, and character are formed.

The word "treasure" suggests something stored up, accumulated over time. What have you been 
storing in your heart? What feeds your thoughts, shapes your desires, influences your decisions? These 
treasures will inevitably express themselves in your words and actions.

Notice that Jesus singles out speech as the primary indicator of heart condition. "Out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks." Why? Because speech is spontaneous, unguarded, 
revealing. We can control our behavior for a while, but our words reveal what's really in our hearts.

The Ultimate Question (Luke 6:46)

"Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell you?"

With this single question, Jesus cuts through all religious pretense and gets to the heart of the matter. 
This might be the most penetrating question in all of Scripture. It's the question that separates genuine 
disciples from mere admirers, true believers from religious pretenders.

The word "Lord" (kurios) means master, owner, one with absolute authority. To call Jesus "Lord" is 
to acknowledge His right to command our lives, His authority over our decisions, His ownership of our 
hearts. But Jesus exposes the tragic inconsistency of many who make this claim while living in 
practical rebellion against His teachings.



This isn't about perfection—it's about direction. It's not about never failing—it's about the fundamental 
orientation of our lives. Do we live as though Jesus has the right to direct our steps, or do we treat Him 
like a spiritual consultant who offers suggestions we can take or leave?

The Two Builders: A Tale of Ultimate Consequences (Luke 6:47-49)

The Wise Builder

"Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: he 
is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood 
arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well 
built." (Luke 6:47-48)

Jesus concludes with a parable that every person in His audience could understand. Building was 
serious business in ancient Palestine. The rainy season could turn peaceful streams into raging torrents 
that would sweep away anything not properly anchored.

Notice the progression: comes... hears... does. This is the pattern of true discipleship. First, we come 
to Jesus—not just intellectually accepting facts about Him, but personally approaching Him, 
acknowledging our need, submitting to His authority. Second, we hear His words—not casually, but 
with the attention and respect due to the words of our Master. Third, we do them—we obey, we 
implement, we live them out.

The wise builder digs deep. In the spiritual realm, this means honest self-examination, repentance that 
goes to the root, a willingness to build on God's terms rather than our own. This builder doesn't look for 
shortcuts or easy solutions. He's building for eternity, and he knows the foundation determines 
everything.

The rock represents Jesus Himself and His teachings. When we build our lives on His words, when we 
make His truth the non-negotiable foundation of our existence, we create something that can withstand 
any storm.

The Foolish Builder

"But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the ground without  
a foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was 
great." (Luke 6:49)

The contrast is stark and sobering. This builder also hears Jesus' words—he's not ignorant of the truth. 
He may even attend religious services, participate in Bible studies, and speak the right language. But he 
doesn't do what he hears. He builds on the ground without a foundation.

Why would anyone do this? Because it's easier, quicker, and more convenient. Surface-level building 
requires less effort, less sacrifice, and less change. For a while, both houses might look the same from 
the outside. But when the storms come—and they will come—the difference becomes devastatingly 
clear.



The storms in this parable represent the tests of life: trials, temptations, suffering, death, and ultimately 
the judgment of God. These are not possibilities—they are certainties. The question isn't whether the 
storms will come, but whether we'll be ready when they do.

Notice the finality of the language: "immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great." There's 
no second chance once the foundation proves inadequate, no opportunity to rebuild in the middle of the 
storm.

The Heart of True Discipleship

As we reflect on this profound passage, we see that Jesus is revealing the essential characteristics of 
authentic discipleship:

Mercy Over Judgment: True disciples have experienced such profound grace that they cannot help 
but extend it to others. They've seen their own desperate need for forgiveness, so they freely forgive.

Humility Over Pride: They know their own weaknesses too well to be harsh critics of others. They're 
more concerned with the logs in their own eyes than the specks in others'.

Authenticity Over Performance: Their good works flow from transformed hearts, not religious duty. 
Their faith produces fruit naturally, not artificially.

Obedience Over Profession: They don't just call Jesus "Lord"—they live as though He actually is 
their Lord. Their lives demonstrate the reality of their faith.

Foundation Over Facade: They're willing to dig deep, to build slowly and carefully on the rock of 
Christ's teachings, knowing that eternity hangs in the balance.

The Ultimate Decision

Every person who hears these words of Jesus faces the same fundamental choice that confronted His 
original audience: What will you do with Jesus and His teachings?

You can admire them as beautiful philosophy. You can study them as interesting literature. You can 
even teach them as moral principles. But until you build your life on them—until you dig deep and lay 
your foundation on the rock of Christ Himself—you remain the foolish builder whose house cannot 
stand.

This isn't a decision you can postpone indefinitely. The storms of life don't wait for convenient timing. 
They come when they come, and they reveal the true nature of our foundation.

Jesus isn't offering mere life improvement—He's calling you to transformation. He's not presenting 
suggestions for consideration—He's issuing commands for obedience. He's not asking for your 
admiration—He's demanding your allegiance.

The question that echoes through eternity is the one Jesus asked that day on the plain: "Why do you call 
me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell you?" How you answer that question—not with your words, but 
with your life—determines whether you're building on the rock or on the sand.



Practical Application

As you examine your own heart in light of these teachings, consider these searching questions:

1. Regarding Judgment and Mercy: Do you find yourself more eager to point out others' faults 
or to extend grace? When someone wrongs you, is your first instinct condemnation or 
restoration?

2. Regarding Spiritual Fruit: What fruit is your life actually producing? Not what you intend to 
produce, but what others actually see. Are you becoming more like Christ, or are you the same 
person you were years ago?

3. Regarding Heart Condition: What treasures have you stored in your heart? What do you feed 
your mind with? What shapes your desires and decisions?

4. Regarding Lordship: In practical terms, is Jesus actually the Lord of your life? Do you consult 
His teachings when making decisions? Do you obey even when it's costly?

5. Regarding Your Foundation: When the storms of life hit—and they will—what are you 
counting on to sustain you? Your own strength? Your achievements? Your relationships? Or the 
solid rock of Christ and His word?

Epilogue: The Call to Decision

Luke 6:37-49 is not merely moral instruction—it's a diagnostic tool and an urgent call to decision. 
Jesus is revealing what authentic discipleship looks like and confronting every reader with the most 
important choice they'll ever make.

The religious crowds who heard these words that day went home unchanged. They heard, but they 
didn't do. They called Him teacher, but they wouldn't accept Him as Lord. They admired His wisdom, 
but they wouldn't build their lives on it.

Don't make their mistake. The same Jesus who spoke these words two thousand years ago speaks them 
to you today. The same choice that confronted them confronts you. The same opportunity for 
transformation is before you.

Will you be a wise builder or a foolish one? Will you dig deep and build on the rock, or will you settle 
for the easy path that leads to ruin? Will you merely call Him "Lord," or will you live as though He 
actually is?

The storms are coming. The testing is inevitable. The foundation you choose today will determine 
whether you stand or fall when that day arrives. Choose wisely—eternity hangs in the balance.

"Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain." (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Study Questions for Small Groups or Personal Reflection

1. What does it mean practically to "judge not" while still maintaining biblical standards and 
accountability?

2. How can we examine our own hearts to see what "treasures" we've stored there?



3. What are some ways that people call Jesus "Lord" today while not doing what He says?
4. What "storms" in life reveal the true foundation of our faith?
5. How do we distinguish between genuine spiritual fruit and mere external behavior?
6. What would it look like in your current circumstances to "dig deep" and build on the rock?
7. How does understanding God's grace change the way we treat others who fail or sin?
8. What areas of your life need to move from hearing God's word to doing it?

 

The Four Transformative Commands:
Living in the Economy of Grace, Luke 6:37-38

Introduction: The Divine Algorithm of Reciprocity

In Luke 6:37-38, Jesus presents four simple commands that reveal the very heart of how God's 
kingdom operates. These aren't merely moral suggestions or idealistic principles—they're the 
fundamental laws governing spiritual reality. Like discovering the code that runs the universe, 
Jesus unveils what we might call "the divine algorithm of reciprocity."

"Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 
forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use 
it will be measured back to you."

These four commands—judge not, condemn not, forgive, and give—form a complete portrait of 
the transformed heart. They reveal how those who have truly encountered God's grace 
inevitably live, and they promise that living this way aligns us with the very nature of God 
Himself.

Command One: "Judge Not" - The Renunciation of 
Condemnatory Judgment

Understanding the Command

The Greek word krino (judge) carries multiple meanings: to separate, distinguish, decide, or 
condemn. Jesus isn't forbidding all forms of evaluation or discernment—elsewhere He 
commands us to "judge with righteous judgment" (John 7:24). Rather, He's addressing the 
condemning, hypocritical judgment that seeks to destroy rather than restore.

This command strikes at the heart of human nature. We are natural-born judges, quick to 
evaluate, categorize, and condemn others based on limited information and biased perspectives. 
We judge their motives, their actions, their worth, often while remaining blind to our own 
failures.



The Heart Behind Judgmental Attitudes

Why do we judge others so readily? Several factors drive this destructive tendency:

Pride and Self-Righteousness: Judging others makes us feel superior. It's easier to point out 
someone else's failures than to face our own. Every condemnation of another person is an 
implicit declaration of our own righteousness.

Fear and Insecurity: Often, we judge most harshly the sins we fear most in ourselves. The 
person who condemns others' moral failures may be wrestling with their own moral struggles. 
Judgment becomes a defense mechanism.

Lack of Understanding: We judge based on external appearances, not knowing the full story. 
We see the action but not the heart, the behavior but not the history that shaped it.

Spiritual Blindness: Most fundamentally, harsh judgment reveals that we haven't fully grasped 
the depth of our own need for grace. Those who have stood in the blazing light of God's 
holiness and experienced His mercy cannot help but extend that mercy to others.

What "Judge Not" Doesn't Mean

Jesus isn't advocating moral relativism or the abandonment of biblical standards. "Judge not" 
doesn't mean:

• Ignoring Sin: We're still called to confront sin lovingly and biblically (Matthew 18:15-
17).

• Abandoning Discernment: We must still evaluate teachers, leaders, and teachings by 
biblical standards (1 John 4:1).

• Eliminating Accountability: Church discipline and mutual accountability remain 
biblical responsibilities.

• Accepting All Behavior: Some behaviors are clearly wrong according to Scripture, 
regardless of personal opinion.

What "Judge Not" Does Mean

The command calls for a fundamental shift in attitude and approach:

Humility Over Superiority: Approaching others' failures with the awareness of our own 
desperate need for grace.

Restoration Over Condemnation: Seeking to restore the fallen rather than destroy them 
(Galatians 6:1).

Love Over Legalism: Being motivated by genuine care for the person rather than a desire to be 
right.

Mercy Over Merit: Extending to others the same undeserved kindness God has shown us.



The Promise: "And You Will Not Be Judged"

This isn't a negotiation with God—it's a description of spiritual reality. Those who live with 
mercy toward others position themselves to receive mercy from God. Not because they've 
earned it, but because they've demonstrated they understand it, value it, and can handle it 
properly.

This principle operates both in earthly relationships and in eternal judgment. Those who show 
mercy generally receive mercy from others. But more importantly, Jesus is describing how 
God's final judgment works. The merciful will receive mercy not as payment for their mercy, 
but as the natural result of hearts transformed by grace.

Command Two: "Condemn Not" - The Rejection of 
Destructive Criticism

The Distinction from Judgment

While "judge not" addresses the attitude of evaluation, "condemn not" goes deeper—it 
addresses the intent to destroy. The Greek word katadikazo means to give judgment against, to 
condemn utterly, to sentence to punishment.

Condemnation seeks not just to declare someone wrong, but to destroy their reputation, 
relationships, and future. It's judgment with malicious intent, criticism designed to tear down 
rather than build up.

The Anatomy of Condemnation

Condemnation reveals itself in several ways:

Gossip and Slander: Sharing others' failures not out of concern but to damage their standing 
with others.

Permanent Labels: Defining people by their worst moments rather than seeing them as capable 
of change and growth.

Public Humiliation: Exposing others' sins or failures in ways designed to maximize shame and 
minimize restoration.

Withholding Forgiveness: Continuing to punish someone long after they've repented and 
sought to make things right.

Character Assassination: Attacking not just the behavior but the person themselves, declaring 
them irredeemable.

The Heart of Condemnation

Condemnation flows from several spiritual problems:



Playing God: Taking upon ourselves the role that belongs to God alone—the ultimate judge of 
hearts and eternal destiny.

Lack of Self-Awareness: Failing to recognize that we, too, are sinners desperately in need of 
grace.

Hardness of Heart: Becoming so focused on others' wrongs that we lose compassion and 
mercy.

Pride in Righteousness: Taking satisfaction in others' failures because it makes us feel superior.

The Alternative to Condemnation

Instead of condemnation, Jesus calls us to:

Redemptive Confrontation: When we must address sin, we do so with the goal of restoration, 
not destruction.

Private Processing: Dealing with our own hurt and anger in healthy ways rather than lashing 
out.

Hope for Change: Believing that God can transform any heart and any life.

Gracious Speech: Using our words to build up rather than tear down (Ephesians 4:29).

The Promise: "And You Will Not Be Condemned"

Again, this isn't a transaction but a description of spiritual reality. Those who refuse to condemn 
others align themselves with the heart of God, who "did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but so that the world might be saved through him" (John 3:17).

The person who lives without condemnation toward others demonstrates that they understand 
the nature of grace. They position themselves to receive God's mercy because they've shown 
they know what to do with it.

Command Three: "Forgive" - The Active Choice of 
Grace

Understanding Forgiveness

Forgiveness is perhaps the most radical of these four commands because it's the most costly. 
The Greek word apolou means to set free, to release, to let go. Forgiveness is the conscious 
decision to release someone from the debt their wrongdoing has created.

Unlike the first two commands, which are primarily negative (don't judge, don't condemn), 
forgiveness is a positive action. It requires us to do something, not merely refrain from 
something.



The Nature of Biblical Forgiveness

True forgiveness involves several elements:

Acknowledgment: Recognizing that a real wrong has been done. Forgiveness doesn't minimize 
or excuse sin.

Choice: Deciding to release the debt, regardless of feelings or whether the person deserves it.

Process: Working through the hurt, anger, and desire for revenge that naturally arise from being 
wronged.

Release: Letting go of the right to punish or get even, entrusting justice to God.

Restoration: When possible and wise, working toward a restored relationship.

The Cost of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is expensive because someone must absorb the cost of the wrong. Either the 
offender pays through punishment and consequences, or the forgiver pays by absorbing the hurt 
and releasing the debt. True forgiveness means the forgiver chooses to pay the price themselves.

This is what God did for us in Christ. Rather than making us pay for our sins, He absorbed the 
cost Himself on the cross. When we forgive others, we participate in the very nature of God.

The Obstacles to Forgiveness

Several things make forgiveness difficult:

Pride: Forgiving feels like losing, like letting the other person win.

Justice: We want the wrongdoer to pay, to suffer consequences for their actions.

Protection: We fear that forgiving makes us vulnerable to being hurt again.

Pain: The deeper the wound, the harder it is to release the right to hurt back.

Patterns: When someone has hurt us repeatedly, forgiveness feels impossible or foolish.

The Process of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is often a process rather than a single moment:

Acknowledge the Hurt: Being honest about the pain and its impact.

Choose to Forgive: Making the decision regardless of feelings.

Work Through Emotions: Processing anger, hurt, and desire for revenge in healthy ways.

Release Control: Giving up the right to punish or control the outcome.

Seek God's Help: Drawing on divine strength when our own runs out.

Practice Patience: Recognizing that forgiveness is often a repeated choice, not a one-time 
event.



The Promise: "And You Will Be Forgiven"

This promise reveals the heart of the gospel. We forgive others not to earn God's forgiveness—
Christ has already purchased that. Rather, our willingness to forgive demonstrates that we've 
truly received and understood God's forgiveness.

Jesus makes this connection explicit in the Lord's Prayer: "Forgive us our debts, as we also 
have forgiven our debtors" (Matthew 6:12). The person who has truly grasped the magnitude 
of their debt to God cannot help but forgive others their smaller debts.

Command Four: "Give" - The Generous Heart

The Command to Give

The fourth command shifts from how we handle others' wrongs to how we handle our 
resources. "Give" (didomi) means to bestow, grant, or offer freely. This isn't just about money
—it encompasses our time, attention, energy, skills, and everything we have.

Giving is the natural expression of a heart that has received from God. Those who recognize 
themselves as recipients of divine generosity cannot help but be generous themselves.

The Scope of Biblical Giving

Jesus' command to give encompasses multiple dimensions:

Material Giving: Sharing our financial resources, possessions, and physical needs with others.

Emotional Giving: Offering comfort, encouragement, and support to those who are struggling.

Relational Giving: Investing our time and attention in others, being present and available.

Spiritual Giving: Sharing the gospel, praying for others, using our spiritual gifts for their 
benefit.

Sacrificial Giving: Going beyond convenience to costly generosity that reflects God's sacrificial 
love.

The Heart of True Giving

Several attitudes characterize biblical giving:

Joy, Not Duty: "God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Corinthians 9:7). True giving flows from 
delight, not obligation.

Faith, Not Fear: Giving requires trusting God to provide for our needs as we provide for 
others.

Love, Not Show: The motive matters more than the amount. Giving to be seen by others 
corrupts the gift.



Wisdom, Not Waste: Generous giving is thoughtful giving, considering how to help most 
effectively.

Grace, Not Merit: We give because we've received, not to earn God's favor or others' approval.

The Obstacles to Giving

Several fears and lies prevent generous giving:

Scarcity Mentality: Believing there isn't enough to go around, that giving diminishes us.

Control Issues: Wanting to maintain complete control over our resources and circumstances.

Pride: Preferring to be the helper rather than the helped, maintaining our independence.

Selfishness: Prioritizing our wants over others' needs.

Faithlessness: Not trusting God to provide for us as we provide for others.

The Promise: "And It Will Be Given to You"

This promise doesn't guarantee material prosperity to generous givers—that would turn giving 
into a selfish investment strategy. Rather, it reveals a spiritual principle: God's economy 
operates on abundance, not scarcity.

The generous heart creates space to receive God's blessings. Not because giving earns blessings, 
but because giving demonstrates the faith and character that can properly handle God's 
blessings.

The Divine Measure: "Good Measure, Pressed Down, 
Shaken Together, Running Over"

The Imagery of Abundance

Jesus concludes with a beautiful picture from the grain markets of His day. When measuring 
grain, honest merchants would press it down to eliminate air pockets, shake it to settle it 
completely, then continue filling until it overflowed the measuring container.

This is how God responds to the generous heart—not with grudging reciprocity, but with 
overflowing abundance. The imagery suggests:

Completeness: God's response is thorough, holding nothing back.

Compression: Like grain pressed down, God's blessings are concentrated and substantial.

Overflow: God's generosity exceeds even generous measures.

Personal Delivery: "Put into your lap" suggests an intimate, personal blessing.



The Principle of Proportionality

"For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you" reveals a fundamental 
spiritual law. This isn't about earning blessings through good behavior—it's about positioning 
ourselves to receive what God wants to give.

The person with a teaspoon-sized heart can only receive teaspoon-sized blessings. The person 
with a bucket-sized heart has capacity for bucket-sized blessings. God's generosity is unlimited, 
but our capacity to receive is often the limiting factor.

The Eternal Perspective

While these promises have earthly applications, their ultimate fulfillment is eternal. The person 
who lives by these four commands—refusing to judge or condemn, freely forgiving and giving
—is living according to the values of God's kingdom.

In eternity, the measurements will be complete. Those who show mercy will receive mercy. 
Those who give freely will receive abundantly. Those who lived with open hands and open 
hearts will discover that God's hands were open toward them all along.

Living the Four Commands Today

Practical Implementation

How do we live out these four transformative commands in our daily lives?

Start with Self-Examination: Before focusing on others, examine your own heart for 
judgmental attitudes, condemning thoughts, unforgiveness, and selfishness.

Practice Daily Mercy: Look for opportunities each day to show mercy rather than judgment, to 
build up rather than tear down.

Make Forgiveness a Habit: Don't wait for major offenses. Practice forgiving small slights and 
irritations quickly and completely.

Give Something Every Day: Whether it's money, time, encouragement, or service, make 
generosity a daily practice.

Measure Your Progress: Regularly assess whether you're growing in mercy, forgiveness, and 
generosity.

The Transformation Process

Living these commands transforms us in several ways:

Freedom from Bitterness: Refusing to judge and condemn, while practicing forgiveness, frees 
us from the poison of resentment.

Joy in Generosity: Giving according to these principles brings deep satisfaction and joy.



Peace in Relationships: These attitudes dramatically improve our relationships with others.

Closeness to God: Living this way aligns us with God's heart and character.

Eternal Perspective: These practices help us live with eternity in view rather than being 
consumed with temporal concerns.

Conclusion: The Economy of Grace
Luke 6:37-38 reveals that God's kingdom operates on entirely different principles than the 
world's economy. While the world says "get yours first," "protect yourself," and "make them 
pay," Jesus reveals an economy based on grace, mercy, and generous love.

These four commands—judge not, condemn not, forgive, give—aren't burdensome rules 
but invitations into the very life of God. They describe how the Father treats us and how we can 
experience the joy of treating others the same way.

The promise is magnificent: live this way, and you'll discover that God's generosity far exceeds 
your own. Show mercy, and receive mercy. Give freely, and receive abundantly. Forgive 
lavishly, and discover the freedom that forgiveness brings.

This is the economy of grace—not earning but receiving, not achieving but believing, not 
performing but participating in the generous heart of God Himself. The measure we use toward 
others becomes the measure God uses toward us, not because we earn it, but because we've 
demonstrated we understand it, value it, and can be trusted with it.

The question for each of us is simple: What measure are you using? The answer will determine 
not only how others experience you, but how you experience the abundant grace of God.

Write additional content on the dangers of following the wrong spiritual teachers from verses 39 
& 40.

The Catastrophe of Blind Leadership: Understanding 
Jesus' Warning About False Teachers, Luke 6:39-40

Introduction: The Most Dangerous People in the World

"Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above 
his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher." (Luke 6:39-40)

In these two brief verses, Jesus delivers one of His most sobering warnings about spiritual 
leadership and discipleship. He's not speaking in theoretical terms—He's addressing a clear and 
present danger that threatened His listeners then and continues to threaten believers today.

The most dangerous people in the world are not necessarily the openly wicked or the obviously 
corrupt. The most dangerous people are blind guides who claim to see, false teachers who speak 
with authority about matters of eternal consequence while being fundamentally wrong about the 
most important truths of life.



Jesus' warning comes in the form of a penetrating question and a stark principle that reveals the 
catastrophic consequences of following the wrong spiritual teachers.

The Devastating Question: "Can a Blind Man Lead a 
Blind Man?"

The Imagery of Blindness

In the ancient world, blindness was both a physical reality and a powerful metaphor. Physical 
blindness created genuine vulnerability—the blind person needed guidance to navigate safely 
through a world full of hazards. But Jesus consistently used blindness as a metaphor for 
spiritual ignorance, moral confusion, and religious deception.

The Greek word for "blind" (tuphlos) literally means "to be enveloped in smoke"—unable to 
see clearly, confused, disoriented. Spiritual blindness is even more dangerous than physical 
blindness because the spiritually blind often don't know they can't see.

The Context: Religious Leaders of Jesus' Day

Jesus spoke these words with the religious establishment of His time clearly in view. The 
Pharisees, scribes, and teachers of the law had positioned themselves as the spiritual guides of 
Israel. They claimed to see clearly, to understand God's will, to know the way to righteousness 
and eternal life.

Yet Jesus repeatedly exposed their blindness:

• They were "blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel" (Matthew 
23:24)

• They were "blind guides of the blind" leading people into the same ditch they were 
heading for (Matthew 15:14)

• They had "eyes but do not see" the truth that was right in front of them (Mark 8:18)

These religious leaders weren't just personally confused—they were actively misleading others, 
creating followers who were as blind as themselves.

The Universal Application

While Jesus had specific religious leaders in mind, His warning applies to every generation and 
every context where spiritual authority is claimed or exercised. The principle transcends time 
and culture: when blind guides lead blind followers, catastrophe is inevitable.



The Catastrophic Consequence: "Will They Not Both 
Fall into a Pit?"

The Certainty of Disaster

Jesus doesn't ask whether they might fall into a pit—He asks whether they will not fall. The 
Greek construction expects a positive answer: "Of course they will both fall!" This isn't a 
possibility; it's a certainty.

The imagery is vivid and final. In the rocky, mountainous terrain of Palestine, paths often ran 
along precipices and around hidden crevasses. A blind person trying to lead another blind 
person in such terrain would inevitably lead them both to destruction.

The Nature of the Pit

What is this "pit" that awaits both the blind guide and the blind follower? The pit represents 
multiple levels of spiritual catastrophe:

Doctrinal Error: False teaching leads to false belief, which leads to false hope. When people 
build their understanding of God, salvation, and eternal life on wrong foundations, they're 
headed for devastating disappointment.

Moral Confusion: Blind guides often lead people into ethical compromise, calling evil good 
and good evil. They create moral blindness that destroys lives, families, and communities.

Spiritual Deception: Perhaps most tragically, blind guides lead people away from the true God 
toward false gods, away from genuine salvation toward religious counterfeits.

Eternal Judgment: Ultimately, the pit represents the final judgment of God. Those who reject 
the truth and lead others to reject it face eternal consequences.

The Shared Responsibility

Notice that both the guide and the guided fall into the pit. This reveals several crucial truths:

The Guide's Culpability: Those who claim spiritual authority bear enormous responsibility. 
They will be judged more strictly (James 3:1) because their blindness affects not only 
themselves but all who follow them.

The Follower's Responsibility: However, followers aren't absolved of responsibility. They 
chose to follow without discernment, without testing the guide's direction against the ultimate 
truth.

The Mutual Destruction: False teaching destroys both the teacher and the taught. The blind 
guide doesn't escape judgment because he sincerely believed his own deceptions.



The Principle of Spiritual Formation: "A Disciple is 
Not Above His Teacher"

The Law of Influence

Jesus follows His question about blind guides with a fundamental principle of spiritual 
formation: disciples become like their teachers. This isn't just about information transfer—it's 
about character formation, worldview shaping, and life direction.

The Greek word for "disciple" (mathetes) means "learner" or "student," but it implies much 
more than academic study. A disciple is an apprentice who learns by observing, imitating, and 
practicing under the guidance of a master.

The Process of Transformation

The phrase "when he is fully trained" (katartizo) is crucial. It means to be completely 
equipped, perfectly prepared, or thoroughly restored. It's the same word used for mending 
fishing nets—making them complete and functional.

This process of discipleship involves:

Observation: Watching how the teacher lives, responds to challenges, makes decisions, and 
relates to others.

Imitation: Consciously copying the teacher's methods, attitudes, and approaches.

Integration: Incorporating the teacher's values, worldview, and character traits into one's own 
life.

Reproduction: Eventually becoming capable of teaching and influencing others in the same 
way.

The Inevitable Outcome

"Everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher." This is both a promise and a 
warning. It's a promise because it means good teachers can genuinely transform their students 
for good. It's a warning because it means bad teachers will inevitably reproduce their blindness 
in their followers.

The student may never surpass the teacher in the areas where the teacher is deficient. If the 
teacher is proud, the student will likely be proud. If the teacher is doctrinally confused, the 
student will inherit that confusion. If the teacher is morally compromised, the student will 
struggle with similar compromises.



Identifying Blind Guides: The Characteristics of False 
Teachers

External Credentials vs. Internal Reality

Blind guides are particularly dangerous because they often appear qualified and credible. They 
may have impressive credentials, charismatic personalities, large followings, and apparent 
success. But Jesus teaches us to look beyond external appearances to spiritual reality.

Key Characteristics of Blind Guides

They Claim Authority Without Authenticity: They speak with confidence about spiritual 
matters while lacking a genuine relationship with God or a deep understanding of His truth.

They Contradict Scripture: While they may use biblical language and quote verses, their 
overall teaching contradicts the clear message of Scripture.

They Promote Self-Righteousness: They emphasize human achievement, performance, and 
works as the path to God's approval, minimizing or denying the necessity of grace.

They Create Dependency: Rather than pointing people to Christ and Scripture, they create 
systems where people become dependent on their teaching, their interpretation, their authority.

They Lack Genuine Fruit: Despite claims of spiritual authority, their lives don't demonstrate 
the character of Christ or the fruit of the Spirit.

They Avoid Accountability: They resist correction, refuse to submit to biblical authority, and 
often isolate themselves from other mature believers who might challenge their teaching.

They Focus on Secondary Issues: They major on minors, emphasizing peripheral matters while 
neglecting the central truths of the gospel.

The Subtlety of Deception

The most dangerous blind guides aren't those who obviously deny the faith—they're those who 
subtly distort it. They may affirm biblical language while redefining biblical concepts. They 
may claim to follow Jesus while leading people away from His true teaching.

Satan's most effective strategy isn't frontal assault but subtle deception. He doesn't typically 
create teachers who openly deny God—he creates teachers who claim to speak for God while 
teaching lies about God.

The Damage Done by Blind Guides

Personal Destruction

Following blind guides devastates individual lives in multiple ways:



Wasted Years: People invest precious time and energy following paths that lead nowhere, 
learning things that must later be unlearned.

Spiritual Confusion: False teaching creates doubt, confusion, and instability in fundamental 
areas of faith and life.

Moral Compromise: Blind guides often lead people into sin by redefining biblical standards or 
teaching that certain behaviors are acceptable when Scripture clearly forbids them.

Relationship Damage: False teaching frequently damages marriages, families, and friendships 
as people prioritize the teacher's authority over biblical principles.

Financial Loss: Many false teachers exploit their followers financially, demanding excessive 
giving or selling spiritual products and services.

Generational Impact

The damage extends beyond individuals to their children and their children's children. False 
teaching creates:

Spiritual Traditions: Wrong beliefs become family traditions passed down through generations.

Institutional Corruption: False teaching infiltrates churches, schools, and organizations, 
corrupting them for decades.

Cultural Influence: When blind guides gain significant followings, they can influence entire 
communities and cultures away from biblical truth.

Eternal Consequences

Most tragically, blind guides lead people away from genuine salvation. They may teach:

False Gospels: Salvation by works, universalism, or other doctrines that contradict the biblical 
gospel of grace through faith in Christ alone.

False Assurance: Convincing people they're saved when they're not, or that salvation doesn't 
require repentance and faith.

False Hope: Promising outcomes that God hasn't promised, leading to devastating 
disappointment and often loss of faith.

Protecting Yourself from Blind Guides

The Necessity of Discernment

Jesus' warning implies that we have both the ability and the responsibility to discern between 
true and false teachers. We're not helpless victims—we're called to be wise and discerning.

Biblical Tests for Teachers

Scripture provides clear criteria for evaluating spiritual teachers:



The Test of Scripture: Does their teaching align with the whole counsel of God's Word? (Acts 
17:11, 2 Timothy 3:16-17)

The Test of Christ: Do they exalt Jesus Christ as fully God and fully man, the only Savior? (1 
John 4:1-3)

The Test of the Gospel: Do they teach salvation by grace through faith alone, not by works? 
(Galatians 1:6-9)

The Test of Character: Do they demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit in their personal lives? 
(Matthew 7:15-20)

The Test of Humility: Are they teachable, accountable, and willing to submit to Scripture and 
other mature believers? (1 Peter 5:1-5)

The Test of Love: Do they demonstrate genuine love for people, or do they use people for their 
own benefit? (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

Practical Steps for Protection

Know the Bible: The better you know Scripture, the easier it is to spot teaching that contradicts 
it. There's no substitute for personal Bible study.

Pray for Wisdom: Ask God for discernment to recognize truth from error and genuine teachers 
from false ones.

Seek Multiple Perspectives: Don't rely on a single teacher or source. Compare teaching with 
other mature believers and trusted sources.

Watch for Red Flags: Be alert to teachers who discourage questions, demand absolute loyalty, 
or claim exclusive access to truth.

Test Everything: Follow the Berean example of examining all teaching against Scripture (Acts 
17:11).

Trust the Holy Spirit: The Spirit of God will guide you into truth and help you recognize error 
(John 16:13).

The Positive Alternative: Following True Teachers

The Characteristics of Faithful Teachers

While blind guides lead to destruction, faithful teachers lead to life and growth:

They Point to Christ: Their teaching consistently exalts Jesus and points people to Him, not to 
themselves.

They Handle Scripture Carefully: They study, interpret, and apply God's Word with diligence 
and integrity.



They Live What They Teach: Their personal lives demonstrate the truth and power of what they 
proclaim.

They Develop Others: They're more interested in developing mature disciples than in creating 
dependent followers.

They Welcome Accountability: They submit to Scripture, invite correction, and remain 
teachable.

The Benefits of Following Faithful Teachers

When you follow teachers who truly see, who know and walk in God's truth, you'll experience:

Spiritual Growth: You'll mature in your faith, understanding, and character.

Biblical Wisdom: You'll learn to think biblically about all areas of life.

Christ-likeness: You'll become more like Jesus as you follow those who genuinely imitate Him.

Multiplication: You'll become capable of teaching and influencing others in positive ways.

Eternal Reward: You'll hear "Well done, good and faithful servant" rather than discovering 
you've built on sand.

The Ultimate Teacher: Jesus Christ

The Perfect Guide

Jesus doesn't just warn about blind guides—He presents Himself as the alternative. He is the 
teacher who truly sees, who knows the way, who can lead us safely through all the hazards of 
life.

Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me" (John 14:6). He's not just another teacher among many—He's the teacher, the one 
who perfectly sees and perfectly guides.

Learning from Jesus

How do we ensure we're learning from Jesus rather than from blind guides?

Read His Words: The Gospels record Jesus' actual teaching. Make them your primary textbook.

Follow His Example: Study how Jesus lived, how He treated people, how He responded to 
challenges.

Apply His Teaching: Don't just study Jesus' words—obey them. Put them into practice in your 
daily life.

Test All Teaching by His Standard: Use Jesus' words and example as the benchmark for 
evaluating all other teachers.



The Perfect Outcome

When Jesus is your primary teacher, when you're "fully trained" by Him, you'll become like 
Him. You'll see clearly, think biblically, live righteously, and love genuinely. You'll become the 
kind of person who can safely guide others rather than lead them into a pit.

The Critical Choice
Luke 6:39-40 confronts every believer with a critical choice: Who will be your teacher? Who 
will shape your understanding of God, life, and eternity? The choice you make will determine 
not only your own destiny but potentially the destiny of everyone you influence.

The world is full of blind guides claiming to see clearly, offering to lead people to happiness, 
success, and spiritual fulfillment. They speak with confidence, build large followings, and 
promise wonderful outcomes. But if they don't truly know God, if they don't teach His truth, if 
they don't walk in His ways, they're leading both themselves and their followers toward a pit.

Jesus offers a better way. He is the true teacher who sees perfectly, knows completely, and loves 
genuinely. He doesn't promise an easy path, but He promises a sure one. He doesn't guarantee 
prosperity and comfort, but He guarantees truth and life.

The question is not whether you'll be influenced by teachers—you will be. The question is 
whether you'll choose teachers who can truly see or teachers who are as blind as the people they 
claim to guide.

Choose carefully. Your eternal destiny—and the destiny of those you influence—depends on it. 
Make sure the one you're following can actually see the way, because wherever they're going, 
you're going too.

The Log and the Speck: Jesus' Surgery for 
Spiritual Vision, Luke 6:41-42

Introduction: The Most Absurd Scene Imaginable

"Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in 
your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in 
your eye,' when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first 
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in 
your brother's eye." (Luke 6:41-42)

Picture the scene: A man with a massive wooden beam protruding from his eye socket 
approaches his friend, who has a tiny particle of dust in his eye. "Here," says the man with the 
log, "let me help you with that speck." The absurdity is so extreme it's almost comical—until 
you realize Jesus is describing you and me.



This isn't hyperbole for effect. This is Jesus performing surgery on our spiritual vision, exposing 
the most common and destructive form of blindness that afflicts humanity: the ability to see 
others' faults with microscopic precision while remaining completely oblivious to our own 
massive failures.

The Anatomy of Selective Vision

The Speck: Magnifying Others' Faults

The Greek word for "speck" (karphos) refers to a tiny piece of straw, a small chip of wood, or 
a particle of dust. It's something genuinely irritating—it doesn't belong in the eye and it causes 
discomfort. But it's small, manageable, and relatively easy to remove.

When Jesus talks about the speck in your brother's eye, He's not dismissing real problems. The 
speck represents genuine faults, actual sins, and real issues that need to be addressed. The 
problem isn't that we notice these things—the problem is how we see them and how we respond 
to them.

The Log: Missing Our Own Massive Failures

The word for "log" (dokos) refers to a large beam of timber, the kind used in construction to 
support a roof or wall. This isn't just bigger than a speck—it's absurdly, ridiculously, impossibly 
bigger. A speck might irritate; a log would destroy vision and probably be fatal.

The log represents our own sins, our own character flaws, our own spiritual blindness. These 
aren't minor imperfections—they're massive, structural problems that fundamentally 
compromise our ability to see clearly and live righteously.

The Distortion of Perspective

Jesus is exposing how sin distorts our moral vision. We have a supernatural ability to:

• See others' 10% failures while remaining blind to our own 90% failures
• Remember every wrong done to us while forgetting every wrong we've done to others
• Analyze others' motives with suspicion while giving ourselves the benefit of the doubt
• Expect perfection from others while making excuses for ourselves
• Focus on others' external behaviors while ignoring our own heart attitudes

This distortion isn't accidental—it's the natural result of pride, self-righteousness, and spiritual 
blindness.

The Psychology of the Log and Speck

Why We Focus on Others' Specks

Several psychological and spiritual dynamics drive our obsession with others' faults:



Pride and Self-Justification: Focusing on others' failures makes us feel better about our own. 
Every speck we identify in someone else's eye is an implicit declaration of our own superiority.

Deflection and Distraction: Criticizing others distracts us from dealing with our own issues. It's 
easier to point out someone else's anger problem than to face our own bitterness.

Projection: We often see in others the very sins we struggle with ourselves. The person who 
constantly accuses others of lying may be dealing with their own dishonesty.

Control: We can't control our own hearts, but we can try to control others' behavior. Focusing 
on their specks gives us the illusion of fixing something we can actually manage.

False Righteousness: By comparison to others' obvious faults, our hidden sins don't seem so 
bad. We maintain our self-image by focusing on others' more visible failures.

Why We Miss Our Own Logs

Our blindness to our own massive faults results from several factors:

Self-Deception: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 
understand it?" (Jeremiah 17:9). We have an incredible capacity for self-deception.

Gradual Compromise: Logs don't appear overnight. They grow gradually through small 
compromises, incremental choices, and slow spiritual drift that we don't notice.

Pride: Pride blinds us to our own faults while making us hypersensitive to others' failures. The 
proud person literally cannot see clearly.

Rationalization: We become experts at explaining away our own sins while being harshly 
critical of others' identical behaviors.

Familiarity: We live with our own sins daily, so we become comfortable with them. What 
shocks us in others barely registers in ourselves.

The Different Types of Logs

The Log of Pride

Pride is perhaps the most common and destructive log because it makes all other logs invisible. 
The proud person:

• Believes they're better than others
• Refuses to admit mistakes or ask for forgiveness
• Becomes defensive when confronted with their faults
• Constantly compares themselves favorably to others
• Takes credit for successes while blaming others for failures

Pride is the log that makes us think we're qualified to perform eye surgery on others while being 
completely blind to our own condition.



The Log of Unconfessed Sin

Hidden, unrepentant sin creates massive blind spots. The person living in secret sin:

• Becomes hypercritical of others to deflect attention from their own behavior
• Loses moral authority and credibility
• Develops a hard heart that can't see clearly
• Projects their own struggles onto others
• Becomes unable to offer genuine help or restoration

Secret sin is like a log that not only blocks vision but actively distorts everything we see.

The Log of Bitterness

Unresolved hurt and unforgiveness create enormous logs that completely compromise our 
spiritual vision:

• Everything becomes filtered through the lens of past hurts
• We interpret others' actions in the worst possible light
• We become unable to extend grace or mercy
• Our judgment becomes clouded by emotion rather than truth
• We lose the ability to see others as God sees them

Bitterness is a log that not only blocks our vision but poisons everything we do see.

The Log of Self-Righteousness

Religious pride creates perhaps the most dangerous log of all:

• We believe our external compliance makes us superior to others
• We focus on others' obvious sins while ignoring our own heart attitudes
• We become harsh, critical, and unmerciful
• We lose sight of our own desperate need for grace
• We become like the Pharisee who thanked God he wasn't like other men

Self-righteousness is the log that makes us think we don't have a log—the blindness that can't 
see its own blindness.

The Log of Materialism

The pursuit of wealth and possessions creates logs that distort our vision:

• We judge others by their financial status rather than their character
• We become blind to our own greed and selfish ambition
• We lose sight of eternal values in pursuit of temporal things
• We develop a sense of entitlement and superiority
• We become unable to see the needs of others clearly

Materialism is a log that makes us see everything in terms of money and status rather than 
spiritual reality.



The Process of Log Removal

Step One: Recognition - "Do Not Notice"

The first step in log removal is recognizing that we have a log. This is often the most difficult 
step because the log itself prevents us from seeing it. We need:

Honest Self-Examination: Regularly asking hard questions about our own hearts, motives, and 
behaviors.

Input from Others: Trusted friends, family members, or spiritual mentors who can lovingly 
point out our blind spots.

The Mirror of Scripture: Allowing God's Word to examine us and reveal areas of spiritual 
blindness (Hebrews 4:12).

The Conviction of the Holy Spirit: Remaining sensitive to the Spirit's work of conviction in our 
hearts.

Circumstances and Consequences: Sometimes God allows situations that expose our flaws to 
us.

Step Two: Confession - "You Hypocrite"

Jesus calls the person with a log trying to remove specks a "hypocrite" (hupokrites)—literally, 
an actor playing a part. Dealing with our logs requires:

Honest Admission: Acknowledging the reality and severity of our own spiritual condition.

Genuine Repentance: Not just feeling sorry about being caught, but truly turning away from 
our sin.

Humble Confession: Admitting our faults to God and, when appropriate, to others we've 
wronged.

Accepting Responsibility: Refusing to blame others, circumstances, or our past for our current 
spiritual condition.

Abandoning Excuses: Stopping the rationalization and self-justification that keep logs in place.

Step Three: Extraction - "First Take the Log Out"

Removing logs is serious spiritual surgery that requires:

Divine Assistance: We cannot remove our own logs any more than we can perform surgery on 
ourselves. We need God's help.

Spiritual Discipline: Prayer, fasting, Bible study, and other practices that allow God to work in 
our hearts.

Accountability: Trusted relationships where others can help us see our progress and areas where 
we're still blind.



Patience with the Process: Log removal takes time. Character change doesn't happen overnight.

Commitment to Change: Moving beyond recognition and confession to actual behavioral and 
heart transformation.

Step Four: Recovery - "Then You Will See Clearly"

Once the log is removed, several things happen:

Restored Vision: We begin to see ourselves, others, and situations more clearly and accurately.

Increased Compassion: Having experienced the difficulty of dealing with our own logs, we 
become more patient with others' specks.

Genuine Humility: We realize how much we needed help, how blind we were, and how much 
we still need God's grace.

Proper Perspective: We develop a more accurate sense of the relative size and significance of 
different problems.

Effective Ministry: We become truly helpful to others because we've experienced God's 
transforming grace ourselves.

The Goal: Helping Others with Their Specks

The Purpose of Log Removal

Jesus doesn't say to ignore the speck in your brother's eye. His goal isn't to stop all efforts to 
help others with their problems. Rather, He wants to ensure that our help is actually helpful 
rather than harmful.

The Characteristics of Clear-Sighted Help

When we've dealt with our own logs, our help to others has several distinctive qualities:

Humility Instead of Superiority: We approach others' problems with the humility that comes 
from knowing our own neediness.

Compassion Instead of Condemnation: Having experienced God's grace in dealing with our 
own logs, we extend that same grace to others.

Wisdom Instead of Presumption: Clear vision allows us to see situations accurately and 
respond appropriately.

Effectiveness Instead of Damage: Our help actually helps because it's motivated by love and 
guided by wisdom rather than pride and blindness.

Restoration Instead of Destruction: Our goal becomes restoring the person, not just pointing 
out their problem.



The Process of Speck Removal

When we approach others' problems with a clear vision:

We See the Person, Not Just the Problem: We recognize that the person is more than their fault 
or failure.

We Consider Our Own Experience: We remember how God helped us with our logs and 
approach others with that same patience and grace.

We Speak Truth in Love: We address real issues but do so with gentleness and love (Galatians 
6:1).

We Focus on Restoration: Our goal is to see the person healed and whole, not to prove we're 
right or they're wrong.

We Trust God's Timing: We recognize that only God can truly change hearts, and we work 
according to His timing and methods.

The Ongoing Need for Log Inspection

Log Removal is a Continuous Process

Dealing with logs isn't a one-time event. Throughout our Christian lives, we need to regularly 
examine ourselves for new logs that may have developed:

Pride Can Regrow: Success, recognition, or spiritual growth itself can become sources of new 
pride.

New Areas of Blindness: As we grow and face new challenges, we may develop blind spots in 
areas we haven't faced before.

Subtle Deception: The enemy is constantly working to deceive us and create new areas of 
spiritual blindness.

Changing Circumstances: Different seasons of life can reveal logs that weren't apparent in 
previous seasons.

Maintaining Clear Vision

Keeping our spiritual vision clear requires ongoing spiritual disciplines:

Regular Self-Examination: Consistently asking hard questions about our hearts, motives, and 
behaviors.

Accountability Relationships: Maintaining relationships where others can lovingly point out 
developing blind spots.

Consistent Bible Study: Allowing Scripture to continue examining and correcting us.

Responsive Obedience: Quickly responding when God reveals areas that need attention.



Humble Teachability: Remaining open to correction and input from others.

The Community Aspect of Log and Speck Removal

The Church as a Community of Recovering Log-Bearers

The local church should be a community where:

• Everyone acknowledges their own need for log removal
• People help each other see and deal with blind spots
• Grace and truth are balanced in relationships
• Restoration rather than condemnation is the goal
• Humility rather than pride characterizes interactions

The Dangers of Log-Bearing Communities

When churches or Christian communities don't take Jesus' teaching seriously, they become:

• Judgmental rather than gracious
• Critical rather than restorative
• Prideful rather than humble
• Divisive rather than unifying
• Ineffective rather than transformational

Creating Clear-Sighted Communities

Healthy Christian communities are characterized by:

Mutual Accountability: Everyone is both giving and receiving input about spiritual growth 
areas.

Gracious Truth-Telling: Difficult conversations happen in the context of love and commitment 
to each other's good.

Corporate Repentance: The community regularly acknowledges its own need for God's grace 
and transformation.

Restorative Discipline: When correction is needed, it's done with the goal of restoration rather 
than punishment.

Humble Leadership: Leaders model log removal and clear vision rather than exempting 
themselves from scrutiny.



The Connection to the Gospel

Our Ultimate Log

The ultimate log in every human eye is the log of sin itself—our rebellion against God, our self-
centeredness, our spiritual deadness. This log is so massive that it completely blinds us to 
spiritual reality.

Jesus as the Log-Remover

Jesus came not just to point out our logs but to remove them:

• He took our sin (our ultimate log) upon Himself on the cross
• He gives us His righteousness in exchange for our blindness
• He sends the Holy Spirit to continue the work of revealing and removing spiritual 

blind spots
• He provides the community of believers to help us see more clearly

The Gospel's Impact on Log and Speck Vision

When we truly understand the gospel—that Christ removed our massive log of sin—it 
transforms how we see others' specks:

• We realize that apart from grace, we're all equally blind and needy
• We approach others with the same mercy Christ showed us
• We focus on restoration rather than condemnation
• We become more concerned with our own ongoing need for grace than with others' 

obvious faults

Practical Applications for Daily Life
The principle of removing our own logs before addressing others' specks transforms every area 
of life when genuinely applied. In marriage and family relationships, this means pausing before 
criticizing your spouse to examine what logs in your own life might be contributing to the very 
problem you see in them, while modeling this same grace-filled self-examination for your 
children by acknowledging your own mistakes and showing them how to deal with faults 
constructively.

Within the church community, it requires checking your own heart for logs like pride or 
judgmental attitudes before gossiging about others' shortcomings, creating safe environments 
where fellow believers can acknowledge their struggles without condemnation, and as leaders, 
regularly examining our own hearts for pride, control issues, or other character flaws that 
compromise our ability to serve effectively. Even in workplace dynamics, this principle calls us 
to examine whether our own logs—such as pride, bitterness, or selfishness—are contributing to 
conflicts with difficult colleagues, to model the humility and self-awareness that makes others 



receptive to correction, and to address our own character issues before attempting to help others 
resolve their disputes.

The Vision of Grace
Luke 6:41-42 is ultimately about vision—the vision that comes from experiencing God's grace 
so deeply that it transforms how we see ourselves and others. When Jesus removes the log from 
our eyes, we discover several life-changing truths:

We See Ourselves Accurately: We understand our own desperate need for grace and ongoing 
transformation.

We See Others Compassionately: Knowing our own neediness, we approach others' faults with 
mercy rather than judgment.

We See God Clearly: We understand His incredible patience with us and His heart for 
restoration rather than condemnation.

We See Ministry Properly: We realize that helping others is about restoration, not superiority; 
about love, not control.

The person who has experienced log removal becomes the safest, most helpful person to have 
around when you're dealing with a speck. They don't approach you with superiority but with 
shared humanity. They don't focus on your fault but on your restoration. They don't condemn 
you but extend the same grace they've received.

This is the kind of person Jesus is calling us to become—not perfect people who never have 
logs, but humble people who regularly deal with their logs and therefore can truly help others 
with their specks. In a world full of people with logs in their eyes trying to fix each other's 
specks, Jesus is calling us to be different—to be people whose clear vision makes us 
instruments of grace, restoration, and hope.

The question for each of us is simple: What logs are currently blocking your vision? Are you 
willing to let Jesus perform the surgery necessary to see clearly? Because until you do, every 
attempt to help others with their specks will only cause more damage to both of you.

Let Him remove your log. Let Him restore your vision. Then you'll be amazed at how clearly 
you can see and how effectively you can help others see as well.

Building on the Rock: The Foundation That 
Determines Everything, Luke 6:46-49

Introduction: The Question That Exposes Everything

"Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell you? Everyone who comes to me 
and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: he is like a man building 



a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the 
stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built. But 
the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the ground 
without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of 
that house was great." (Luke 6:46-49)

With one penetrating question, Jesus cuts through all religious pretense and gets to the heart of 
authentic faith: "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell you?" This isn't a 
theological debate or a philosophical discussion—this is the most practical question in the 
universe, the one that determines not just how we live, but whether we survive the storms that 
are coming.

Jesus follows this question with a parable that every person in His audience understood 
viscerally. In Palestine, the difference between building on rock and building on sand wasn't 
theoretical—it was the difference between life and death when the seasonal floods came. Jesus 
uses this familiar imagery to reveal the most important truth about human existence: the 
foundation you choose determines everything.

The Devastating Question: "Why Do You Call Me 
'Lord, Lord'?"

The Language of Lordship

The word "Lord" (Kurios in Greek) carries profound meaning. It's not just a title of respect—
it's a declaration of absolute authority, ownership, and control. To call someone "Lord" is to 
acknowledge their right to command your life, direct your steps, and make decisions about your 
future.

In the Roman world, calling someone "Lord" meant recognizing them as master, owner, or 
sovereign. Slaves called their masters "Lord." Citizens called Caesar "Lord." To use this title 
was to submit to that person's authority completely.

The Repetition: "Lord, Lord"

The repetition "Lord, Lord" intensifies the declaration. It's not casual recognition but emphatic 
affirmation. These people aren't accidentally using the wrong title—they're deliberately, 
repeatedly, emphatically declaring Jesus to be their Lord.

This repetition appears elsewhere in Jesus' teaching, always in contexts of religious profession 
without genuine submission:

• "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven" 
(Matthew 7:21)

• "Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name...?" (Matthew 7:22)

The repetition reveals the intensity of the profession combined with the absence of genuine 
submission.



The Tragic Inconsistency

Jesus exposes the devastating inconsistency between profession and practice, between what 
people say with their mouths and how they live their lives. They call Him Lord—the one with 
absolute authority—but they don't do what He tells them.

This isn't about occasional failure or imperfection. Jesus is addressing a fundamental orientation 
of the heart. These people have somehow convinced themselves that they can acknowledge 
Jesus' lordship while living in practical rebellion against His commands.

Modern Applications of the Question

Today, Jesus' question pierces through contemporary religious culture:

• "Why do you call me Savior but won't surrender your life to me?"

• "Why do you sing songs about my lordship but make decisions as if you're in control?"

• "Why do you claim to follow me but ignore my teachings when they're inconvenient?"

• "Why do you want my benefits but reject my authority?"

The question exposes the heart of what might be the most common form of spiritual deception: 
believing that we can have Jesus as Savior without submitting to Him as Lord.

The Two Builders: A Study in Foundations, Luke 6:47-
48

Jesus presents us with a striking contrast between two approaches to life through His parable  
of the two builders, each representing a fundamentally different understanding of what it 
means to follow Him. The wise builder embodies authentic discipleship through a deliberate 
three-step process: coming to Jesus with personal need and intentional relationship, hearing His 
words with careful attention that receives and retains truth, and actively doing what He 
commands by constructing their entire life according to His instructions. This builder 
understands that true discipleship requires the hard work of digging deep—an intentional, 
patient, and sacrificial process of excavating everything that prevents reaching the solid rock of 
Jesus Himself, His unchanging words, His character, and His authority over every aspect of life. 
When the inevitable floods of personal trials, moral temptations, spiritual attacks, cultural 
pressures, and even final judgment arise, this rock-founded house demonstrates remarkable 
stability, endurance, security, and testimony that becomes a witness to others of the reliability of 
its foundation.

In stark contrast, the foolish builder represents the dangerous middle ground of partial 
discipleship—those who hear Jesus' teachings and may even be familiar with Christian 
doctrine, yet fail to implement what they've learned in their daily lives. Rather than doing the 
difficult work of deep excavation, they choose the convenience of surface-level living, building 
directly on whatever ground is available and prioritizing immediate comfort over long-term 
security. While their house may appear similar to the rock-founded structure, it rests on false 



foundations like personal achievement, relationships, financial security, religious activity 
without relationship, personal philosophy, or cultural values that shift with society's changing 
tides. When the same inevitable storms that test every life break against this foundationless 
house, the result is catastrophic—immediate, complete, and final collapse that Jesus describes 
as "great ruin," emphasizing that once life's testing reveals an inadequate foundation, it's too late 
to rebuild during the storm.

The Characteristics of Rock-Foundation Living
Those who choose to build their lives on the solid rock of Jesus Christ develop distinctive 
characteristics that set them apart from surface-level believers and reveal the transformative 
power of authentic discipleship. At the heart of rock-foundation living lies genuine submission 
to Jesus' lordship that permeates every aspect of daily life—from consulting His teachings and 
character before making major decisions, to using His standards rather than cultural norms for 
moral choices, managing finances according to His principles of generosity and eternal 
stewardship, treating others with His commanded love and forgiveness, and pursuing careers 
that honor God and serve others rather than merely maximizing personal benefit. This authentic 
lordship produces deep-rooted convictions that transcend mere preferences or popular opinions, 
creating believers with a biblical worldview who see all of life through Scripture's lens, 
maintain non-negotiable values that remain steady regardless of circumstances or convenience, 
make decisions based on eternal rather than temporal consequences, and prioritize character 
development over protecting their reputation.

The strength of this rock foundation becomes evident through consistent obedience that 
persists even when following Jesus proves difficult or costly. These believers embrace counter-
cultural living that follows Christ's teachings despite social opposition, demonstrate costly 
obedience that sacrifices comfort, money, relationships, and opportunities when necessary, 
maintain private integrity that ensures their hidden life matches their public witness, and display 
persistent faithfulness that continues even when immediate results aren't visible. Most 
importantly, rock-foundation faith proves its authenticity through storm-testing, where believers 
maintain stability and character during crisis, use trials as opportunities for spiritual growth 
rather than excuses for compromise, sustain hope and trust in God's goodness even when life 
circumstances make no sense, and become living testimonies to others of God's faithfulness 
through their unwavering stability under pressure.

The Deception of Foundation-Less Building
The tragic reality of foundationless spiritual building lies not in its obvious flaws but in its 
deceptive appeal and initial success that mask its ultimate instability. Many people choose the 
easier path of surface-level Christianity because it offers immediate gratification—allowing 
them to see visible results right away without investing the time and exhausting effort required 
for deep spiritual excavation, while avoiding the significant cost and difficulty of proper 
foundation work that authentic discipleship demands. This shallow approach also provides the 



comfort of social acceptance, enabling believers to build what everyone else is building by 
following popular spiritual trends rather than timeless biblical principles, while maintaining the 
illusion of personal control over their lives instead of fully submitting to Jesus' authority and 
staying safely within familiar patterns rather than embracing the radical life changes that 
genuine discipleship requires.

Perhaps most dangerously, a foundationless building creates a compelling illusion of 
similarity between authentic and superficial disciples that can persist for years before being 
exposed. From external observation, both types of builders may attend church regularly, read 
their Bibles, use proper Christian terminology, live relatively moral lives, and actively serve in 
ministry, creating the appearance of spiritual stability during life's calm seasons when both 
houses seem to provide adequate shelter and security. The critical difference only becomes 
apparent when storms arrive and reveal the true nature of each foundation, exposing a 
predictable pattern that foundation-less builders typically follow: initial attraction to Jesus and 
His inspiring teachings leads to surface-level commitment with some lifestyle changes and 
Christian activity participation, which then plateaus as they stop short of deep, costly obedience 
and settle into comfortable Christianity, followed by dangerous self-deception where they 
convince themselves their partial commitment is sufficient, until inevitable crisis arrives and 
life's storms reveal their foundation's inadequacy, resulting in complete spiritual collapse when 
their untested faith crumbles under pressure because it was never properly established on the 
solid rock of authentic discipleship.

The Process of Deep Foundation Building
Building a life on the solid rock of Jesus Christ requires a deliberate, multi-stage process that  
begins with the demanding work of excavation—removing everything that prevents reaching 
true spiritual bedrock by identifying and rejecting false beliefs that contradict Christ's 
teachings, repenting of sinful patterns and habits, eliminating competing loyalties and 
authorities, acknowledging complete dependence on Christ rather than self-reliance, and 
replacing worldly cultural priorities with kingdom values. Once this spiritual debris is cleared 
away, the careful work of foundation laying begins through systematic study of Jesus' actual 
teachings, deep understanding of His character and priorities, conscious submission to His 
authority over every life aspect, alignment with His redemptive mission in the world, and 
growing confidence in His promises and faithfulness. With this solid foundation established, the 
construction of authentic Christian life can commence through Holy Spirit-led character 
development, relationship building based on Christian principles, ministry involvement that 
serves God and others, both receiving and providing discipleship, and active participation in 
God's global mission. However, even the strongest rock foundation requires ongoing 
maintenance through regular life inspection for areas needing attention, prompt repair when 
compromise or spiritual drift occurs, continual deepening of Christ-centered knowledge and 
understanding, regular renewal of complete dedication to following Jesus, and maintaining 
accountability relationships that help identify and address potential foundation problems before 
they become structural threats.



The Role of Testing in Foundation Revelation
Life's inevitable storms serve as divine revelations rather than destructive forces, exposing 
the true nature of our spiritual foundations without creating weaknesses that weren't already  
present beneath the surface of our carefully constructed lives. Different types of testing—
whether financial crisis that reveals whether we've built on material security or God's provision, 
health problems that test our hope in physical strength versus divine sovereignty, relationship 
conflicts that expose dependence on human love rather than God's unchanging love, moral 
temptations that reveal cultural versus Christ-centered standards, spiritual attacks that test self-
reliance versus God's protection, or even success and prosperity that challenges whether our 
identity rests in achievement or in Christ—each uncover specific aspects of our foundational 
choices and their adequacy under pressure. God permits these tests not to destroy us but to 
reveal foundation quality and show areas needing attention, strengthen what's genuinely built on 
rock by proving its reliability, prompt necessary foundation repairs by motivating us to address 
weaknesses, develop Christ-like character through pressure, and prepare us for future challenges 
by building spiritual strength and confidence. When testing inevitably reveals foundation 
problems, the wise response involves avoiding panic while recognizing God's helpful rather 
than destructive intent, honestly assessing which life areas have been built on inadequate 
foundations, beginning the hard work of excavating whatever has been substituted for Christ as 
our bedrock, seeking assistance from mature believers who've completed their own foundation 
work, and committing to do whatever depth of spiritual construction is necessary to build 
properly on the solid rock of Jesus Christ.

The Eternal Implications of Foundation Choice
Our foundational choice between building on Christ or alternative foundations creates 
profound consequences that extend far beyond our immediate circumstances, shaping our 
entire earthly experience through the stability we possess during crisis, the peace we 
maintain amid uncertainty, the purpose we discover in difficulty as trials become growth 
opportunities rather than mere problems, the testimony our stability provides to others about 
Christ's reliability, and the lasting legacy we create for future generations. These temporal 
benefits, significant as they are, pale in comparison to the eternal implications of our foundation 
choice, which ultimately determines whether our faith proves genuine or false, whether our 
spiritual security endures because it rests on unchanging truth, whether we receive heavenly 
commendation for proper construction, and how we fare in the final judgment when the ultimate 
test reveals whether our foundation was real or merely imaginary.

Jesus' parable starkly reveals that humanity divides into only two categories with no middle 
ground—wise builders who hear His words and actively do them by constructing their lives 
on the solid rock, and foolish builders who hear His words but fail to implement them, 
choosing instead to build without a proper foundation. For those just beginning their spiritual 
construction, the path forward requires honest assessment of misaligned areas, counting the cost 
of rock-foundation living, beginning the excavation process to remove competing loyalties, 
seeking guidance from mature believers, and taking first steps of obedience in clearly 



understood areas, while those already building must conduct regular foundation inspections, 
deepen their Christ-centered understanding, test whether daily life reflects stated beliefs, help 
others in their construction process, and prepare for inevitable future storms. Even those whose 
spiritual houses have collapsed need not despair, as foundation failure becomes an opportunity 
to rebuild properly by learning from mistakes, clearing away debris from foundation-less living, 
starting over with Christ as bedrock, and seeking community support from others who've 
successfully built on rock foundations.

The Foundation That Determines Everything
Luke 6:46-49 presents us with the most important choice we'll ever make: What will be the 
foundation of your life? Will you build on the solid rock of Jesus Christ and His teachings, 
or will you build on the shifting sand of your own wisdom, cultural values, and personal 
preferences?

The choice you make determines not just how you live, but whether you survive the storms that 
are inevitably coming. Every life will be tested. Every foundation will be examined. Every 
house will face floods that reveal whether it was built on rock or sand.

Jesus doesn't leave us guessing about what the right choice looks like. The wise builder comes 
to Him, hears His words, and does them. It's that simple and that demanding. It requires digging 
deep, removing obstacles, and building according to His specifications rather than our 
preferences.

The promise is magnificent: those who build this way create something that cannot be shaken, 
something that endures through every storm, something that provides security not just for time 
but for eternity.

But the warning is equally clear: those who hear His words but don't do them are building 
disaster. They may feel secure for a while, but when testing comes—and it will come—their 
house will fall with great ruin.

The question that began this passage echoes through eternity: "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' 
and not do what I tell you?" How you answer that question—not with your words, but with your 
life—determines whether you're building on rock or sand.

The storms are coming. The testing is inevitable. The foundation you choose today will 
determine whether you stand or fall when that day arrives. Choose wisely. Build deeply. Build  
on the Rock.

Because when the floods come—and they will come—everything else will wash away except 
what's built on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ and obedience to His word.



A Compelling Challenge:
Where Do You Stand?

The Moment of Truth
The sermon is over. The study is complete. The words of Jesus from Luke 6:37-49 have been 
explained, analyzed, and applied. But now comes the moment that matters most—the moment 
when you must decide what you're going to do with what you've heard.

Jesus didn't share these teachings to fill your mind with information. He spoke them to 
transform your life through implementation. The question that echoes through eternity is no 
longer theoretical—it's intensely personal: "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what  
I tell you?"

The Mirror of Truth
As we conclude this study, let these teachings serve as a mirror that reveals the true condition of 
your heart:

When you look at how you treat others who wrong you, do you see someone who has truly 
grasped the magnitude of God's forgiveness toward you? Or do you see someone still operating 
by the world's economy of judgment and condemnation?

When you examine your response to other people's faults, do you see someone humbly aware 
of their own massive need for grace? Or do you see someone with a log in their eye trying to 
perform surgery on others?

When you consider who and what shapes your thinking, are you following teachers who can 
truly see, or have you been led by guides as blind as you once were?

When you honestly assess what your life is built on, do you see deep foundations anchored in 
the bedrock of Christ and His word? Or do you see surface construction that looks good in fair 
weather but won't survive the storms?

The Urgency of Now
Here's what makes this moment so critical: The storms are not coming—they're already 
here. Even as you sit in this sanctuary, surrounded by the safety and comfort of Christian 
community, the floods that test every foundation are rising around us:

• Cultural storms  that challenge every biblical value
• Moral storms  that blur the lines between right and wrong
• Relational storms  that test whether we truly know how to forgive and love
• Economic storms that reveal what we really trust for security
• Spiritual storms that expose whether our faith is real or imaginary



You cannot afford to postpone the foundation work any longer. You cannot continue calling 
Jesus "Lord" while living as if you're in charge. You cannot keep hearing His words without 
doing them and expect to survive what's coming.

The Choice Before You
Right now, in this moment, you stand at a crossroads that will determine your eternal reward. 
You have three choices:

Choice 1: Continue the Deception

You can walk out of here and continue living the same way you've been living—calling Jesus 
"Lord" on Sundays while following your own wisdom the rest of the week. You can keep 
judging others while ignoring your own flaws. You can maintain the illusion that surface-level 
Christianity is enough.

But know this: every day you delay foundation work makes the eventual collapse more 
catastrophic. The storms are intensifying, and what you've built will not stand.

Choice 2: Make Cosmetic Changes

You can decide to try harder, be nicer, read your Bible more, and pray longer. You can work on 
some behavior modification and spiritual improvement. You can become a better version of 
your current self.

But surface improvements on a bad foundation are just pretty decorations on a house that's 
going to fall. Jesus isn't calling you to renovation—He's calling you to complete 
reconstruction.

Choice 3: Surrender to Complete Reconstruction

You can acknowledge that everything you've built on foundations other than Christ must come 
down. You can begin the hard, costly, time-consuming work of digging deep and building your 
entire life on the solid rock of Jesus and His teachings.

This means:

• Real lordship, not just lip service
• Actual obedience, not just good intentions
• Genuine humility, not just religious behavior
• Costly discipleship, not just comfortable Christianity
• Deep foundations, not just surface constructions

The Promise and the Warning
If you choose to build on the rock—if you truly make Jesus the Lord of every area of your life
—you will discover a stability, peace, and security that nothing in this world can shake. When 



the storms come, and they will come, you'll stand firm. When others' houses collapse around 
you, yours will endure. When the final judgment arrives, you'll hear, "Well done, good and 
faithful servant."

But if you continue to build on sand—if you keep hearing without doing, professing without 
submitting, calling Jesus "Lord" without obeying Him—your collapse is not only certain, it's 
imminent. The ruin will be great, and it will be final.

The Question That Demands an Answer
So here's the question you cannot avoid, the one that will determine everything about your life 
and eternal purpose:

What are you going to do with Jesus?

Not what are you going to think about Him, feel about Him, or say about Him. What are you 
going to DO with Him?

• Will you finally surrender your life completely to His lordship?
• Will you begin the process of removing the logs that blind you to your own condition?
• Will you stop following teachers who can't see and start following the One who is the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life?
• Will you tear down what you've built on false foundations and start building on the 

Rock?

Your Response Matters
Your answer to these questions doesn't just affect you—it affects everyone around you:

• Your spouse and children are watching to see if your faith is real or just a religious 
performance

• Your friends and coworkers are observing whether Christianity actually transforms 
people

• Your church family needs to see examples of what authentic discipleship looks like
• The lost world is waiting to see if the gospel truly has the power to change lives

You are not just deciding your own fate—you're either advancing or hindering the kingdom of 
God by the choice you make right now.

The Time is Now
This is your moment. Not tomorrow, not next week, not when life gets easier or less 
complicated. Right now, while the Spirit of God is speaking to your heart, while the truth is 
clear in your mind, while you still have the opportunity to respond.



The wise builder doesn't wait for perfect conditions to start digging. The wise builder 
recognizes that the foundation work is the most important work and begins immediately, 
regardless of the cost or difficulty.

Will you be a wise builder or a foolish one?

Will you call Jesus "Lord" and live like He actually is your Lord?

Will you build your life on the Rock that cannot be shaken?

The choice is yours. The time is now. Your eternity hangs in the balance.

"Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain." (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Choose the Rock. Build deep. Start today.

Your life—and your eternal reward—depends on it.
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