
Are Mormons Christians?

Title: Unmasking Mormonism: A Closer Look at Why It's Not Your Grandma's Christianity

Prompt: Write a blog post introduction explaining how the unique doctrinal positions of Mormonism 
are distinct enough to support the claim that their particular system of faith cannot be considered an 
orthodox Christian religion. Also include a dynamic blog post title that will capture readers attention.

Write several intriguing blog post titles from these introductory paragraphs that will prompt reader 
curiosity and interest in the hidden truths surrounding the Latter-day Saints' claim that they are a 
Christian religion:
>>>Welcome to a captivating journey into the heart of Mormonism, a faith often misunderstood and 
sometimes mistakenly lumped together with mainstream Christianity. While sharing some superficial 
similarities, Mormonism harbors a unique set of doctrines that set it apart from the traditional Christian 
faith. In this blog series, we'll embark on a fascinating exploration of these distinctive beliefs, delving 
into their origins, implications, and why they ultimately disqualify Mormonism from being considered 
an orthodox Christian religion. Get ready to challenge your assumptions and gain a deeper 
understanding of this intriguing faith.

At first glance, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS), still commonly known as the 
Mormon Church by outsiders, shares many similarities with traditional Christian denominations. They 
use familiar terms like "gospel," "savior," and "atonement," engage in practices like baptism and 
missionary work, and even revere the Bible as scripture. However, a closer look at their core doctrines 
reveals significant differences that challenge the notion of Mormonism as an orthodox Christian faith.

In this blog post, we will delve into the unique theological foundations of Mormonism, examining their 
distinct understanding of God, Jesus Christ, salvation, and scripture. By exploring these key doctrinal 
differences, we aim to shed light on the complex relationship between Mormonism and traditional 
Christianity, and ultimately address the question: Can Mormonism truly be considered a Christian 
faith?

LDS Church: Are “Mormons” Christian?
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics-essays/christians?lang=eng

Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints unequivocally affirm themselves to be 
Christians. They worship God the Eternal Father in the name of Jesus Christ. When asked what the 
Latter-day Saints believe, Joseph Smith put Christ at the center: “The fundamental principles of our 
religion is the testimony of the apostles and prophets concerning Jesus Christ, ‘that he died, was buried, 
and rose again the third day, and ascended up into heaven;’ and all other things are only appendages to 
these, which pertain to our religion.”1 The modern-day Quorum of the Twelve Apostles reaffirmed that 
testimony when they proclaimed, “Jesus is the Living Christ, the immortal Son of God. … His way is 
the path that leads to happiness in this life and eternal life in the world to come.”

Converts across the world continue to join The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in part 
because of its doctrinal and spiritual distinctiveness. That distinctiveness flows from the knowledge 
restored to this earth, together with the power of the Holy Ghost present in the Church because of 
restored priesthood authority, keys, ordinances, and the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The fruits 
of the restored gospel are evident in the lives of its faithful members.



While members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have no desire to compromise the 
distinctiveness of the restored Church of Jesus Christ, they wish to work together with other Christians
—and people of all faiths—to recognize and remedy many of the moral and family issues faced by 
society. The Christian conversation is richer for what the Latter-day Saints bring to the table. There is 
no good reason for Christian faiths to ostracize each other when there has never been more urgent need 
for unity in proclaiming the divinity and teachings of Jesus Christ.

BOX W/Brigham Young photo
CAPTION: “Take up the Bible, compare the religion of the Latter-day Saints with it and see if it will 
stand the test,” (Brigham Young, May 18, 1873, Journal of Discourses, vol. 16, p. 46).

An examination of seven points of contrast between Mormon and Christian faith.

Gemini: Seven separate prompts...

1. Mormon scripture teaches that all the various Christian denominations, particularly the 
Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodists, are all considered by Jesus Christ to be “wrong.” 

Regarding Joseph Smith’s alleged first vision where celestial personages appeared to him...

“My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which of all the sects was right, that I might 
know which to join. No sooner, therefore, did I get possession of myself, so as to be able to speak, than 
I asked the personages who stood above me in the light, which of all the sects was right — and which I 
should join. I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong, and the personage 
who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in His sight: that those professors 
were all corrupt . . .” (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, vol. 1, p. 5-6).

Of the devil...

“What is it that inspires professors of Christianity generally with a hope of salvation? It is that smooth, 
sophisticated influence of the devil, by which he deceives the whole world,” (Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, compiled by Joseph Fielding Smith, p. 270).

John Taylor said...

“We talk about Christianity, but it is a perfect pack of nonsens . . . Myself and hundreds of the Elders 
around me have seen its pomp, parade, and glory; and what is it? It is a sounding brass and a tinkling 
symbol; it is as corrupt as hell; and the Devil could not invent a better engine to spread his work than 
the Christianity of the nineteenth century,” (Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, 1858, p. 167).

The Book of Mormon says. . .

“And he said unto me: Behold there are save two churches only; the one is the church of the Lamb of 
God, and the other is the church of the devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth not to the church of the 



Lamb of God belongeth to that great church which is the mother of abominations; and she is the whore 
of all the earth” (1 Nephi 14:10).

“And when the day cometh that the wrath of God is poured out upon the mother of harlots, which is the 
great and abominable church of all the earth, whose foundation is the devil, then, at that day, the work 
of the Father shall commence. . .” (1 Nephi. 14:17).

LDS Church: The Great Apostasy
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/the-restoration/the-great-apostasy?lang=eng

“Following the death of Jesus Christ, wicked people persecuted and killed many Church members. 
Other Church members drifted from the principles taught by Jesus Christ and His Apostles. The 
Apostles were killed, and priesthood authority — including the keys to direct and receive revelation for 
the Church — was taken from the earth. Because the Church was no longer led by priesthood authority, 
error crept into Church teachings. Good people and much truth remained, but the gospel as established 
by Jesus Christ was lost. This period is called the Great Apostasy.”

And let us not fail to note that Joseph Smith was quick to give himself the credit for this amazing 
restoration, in spite of it being "revealed to him by god."

I have more to boast of than ever any man had. I am the only man that has ever been able to keep a 
whole church together since the days of Adam. A large majority of the whole have stood by me. Neither 
Paul, John, Peter, nor Jesus ever did it. I boast that no man ever did such a work as I. The followers of 
Jesus ran away from Him; but the Latter-day Saints never ran away from me yet. (Joseph Smith, 
History, 6:19)

PHOTO: Great Apostasy
CAPTION: Mormons are taught that their first prophet, Joseph Smith Jr., led a restoration of true 
Christianity which had been lost since the deaths of the apostles. This “apostasy narrative” is essential 
to Mormon legitimacy – for if the Christian Church did not disappear from the Earth for nearly 1,800 
years, then LDS founder Joseph Smith had nothing to “restore” when he started the Mormon faith.

>>>The doctrinal origin that allowed Joseph Smith to differentiate Mormonism from orthodox 
Christianity stems from the belief in the Great Apostasy. This concept posits that the original Christian 
church, established by Jesus Christ, fell into apostasy shortly after the death of the apostles. This 
apostasy resulted in the corruption of essential doctrines and ordinances, leading to the fragmentation 
of Christianity into various denominations.

Mormonism teaches that this apostasy necessitated a restoration of the true gospel, which was initiated 
through Joseph Smith's divine revelations. Smith claimed to have received direct communication from 
God the Father and Jesus Christ, who instructed him to restore the original church and its teachings.

This restorationist theology positions Mormonism as the "one true church," distinct from and superior 
to other Christian denominations. It implies that these denominations, despite their good intentions, 
have deviated from the original teachings of Christ due to the Great Apostasy. This explains why 
Mormon scripture portrays other Christian groups as being "wrong" in the eyes of Jesus Christ.

This doctrinal foundation allows Mormonism to assert its unique claims of authority, prophetic 
leadership, and additional scripture (the Book of Mormon) while simultaneously acknowledging its 



Christian roots. It also provides a theological justification for its missionary efforts aimed at converting 
members of other Christian faiths.

This view is not universally accepted among Christians, with many mainstream denominations 
rejecting the concept of a Great Apostasy and upholding the validity of their own traditions and 
interpretations of scripture.

PHOTO: Council of Gods, LANFRANCO, Giovanni Lanfranco (b. 1582, Parma, d. 1647, Roma); 
CAPTION: Giovanni Lanfranco painted this assembly of Roman/Greek gods with Jupiter/Zeus at the 
centre in 1624-25. The central panel is a trompe-l'œil of heaven, where the gods are gathered in council 
among the clouds.

2. Mormon scripture, prophets and apostles teach that there is more than one god who created this 
world, that there are many gods who rule over other worlds, and that worthy Mormons may one day 
become gods themselves. Even though Mormons claim there is only one God for them, they still 
believe that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are separate gods who are only one in their purpose rather 
than in a personal being that they share eternally.

Joseph Smith...
I will preach on the plurality of Gods. I have selected this text for that express purpose. I wish to 
declare I have always and in all congregations when I have preached on the subject of the Deity, it has 
been the plurality of Gods. It has been preached by the Elders for fifteen years.

I have always declared God to be a distinct personage, Jesus Christ a separate and distinct personage 
from God the Father, and that the Holy Ghost was a distinct personage and a Spirit: and these three 
constitute three distinct personages and three Gods. If this is in accordance with the New Testament, lo 
and behold! we have three Gods anyhow, and they are plural: and who can contradict it!... 
(Joseph Smith, Sermon, as printed in History of the Church, Vol. 6, p. 473-479).

Bruce R. McConkie...

Plurality of Gods: Three separate personages: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, comprise the Godhead. As 
each of these persons is a God, it is evident, from this standpoint alone, that a plurality of Gods exists. 
To us, speaking in the proper finite sense, these three are the only Gods we worship. But in addition 
there is an infinite number of holy personages, drawn from worlds without number, who have passed 
on to exaltation and are thus gods.
Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pp. 576-577

Brigham Young...

“How many Gods there are, I do not know. But there never was a time when there were not Gods and 
worlds, and when men were not passing through the same ordeals that we are now passing through. 
That course has been from all eternity, and it is and will be to all eternity” 
(Journal of Discourses 7:333

Orson Pratt...

In the Heaven where our spirits were born, there are many Gods, each one of whom has his own wife 
or wives which are given to him previous to his redemption; while yet in his mortal state.



(Orson Pratt, The Seer, 135).

Prophet Joseph Fielding Smith...

To become like him we must have all the powers of godhood;…There is no end to this development; it 
will go on forever. We will become gods and have jurisdiction over worlds, and these worlds will be 
peopled by our own offspring.
Doctrines of Salvation 2:48, quoted in Achieving a Celestial Marriage Student Manual, 1976, p.132.

PHOTO: The Triumph of Christianity
CAPTION: The Triumph of Christianity over Paganism, a painting by Gustave Doré (1899)

No amount of theological mumbo-jumbo or mental gymnastics by LDS apologists can erase the words 
of Mormon prophets who have claimed the existence of a multiplicity of gods. By any measure of 
Christianity, this is paganism.

This doctrine, which includes the potential for faithful Latter-day Saints to become like God and create 
their own worlds, has been taught historically and tacitly confirms an assent to a belief polytheism. 
However, official Church websites and public statements may not always explicitly address or 
emphasize this aspect of their beliefs.

While some might interpret this as denial or downplaying, it's important to understand that the concept 
of becoming gods and creating worlds is deeply ingrained in the LDS understanding of the afterlife and 
remains a core belief for many members.

The doctrinal origin that allowed Joseph Smith to differentiate Mormonism from orthodox Christianity 
on the concept of God is rooted in the doctrine of exaltation and the concept of a plurality of gods. The 
doctrine of human potential for godhood, if true, implies a cyclical process extending into the distant 
past. This suggests our God was once a human, his God was also once human, and so on, creating a 
potentially infinite chain of gods. The sheer number of deities this would entail, populating the universe 
or perhaps other dimensions, is staggering to contemplate.

Exaltation: Mormonism teaches that humans have the potential to become like God, a concept known 
as exaltation or eternal progression. This is based on the belief that God was once a mortal man who 
progressed to godhood. This doctrine sets Mormonism apart from traditional Christian views of God as 
an eternally unchanging and singular being.

Plurality of Gods: Mormonism also embraces the idea of a plurality of gods. They believe that there are 
countless gods who rule over their own universes, and that humans have the potential to become gods 
themselves through righteous living and obedience to God's commandments. This polytheistic concept 
contrasts sharply with the monotheistic view of most Christian denominations, who believe in one God 
in three persons (the Trinity).

The Godhead: While Mormons acknowledge the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost as divine beings, they 
view them as separate and distinct individuals, not as three persons in one God. This understanding of 
the Godhead diverges from the traditional Christian doctrine of the Trinity, where the three persons are 
considered co-equal and co-eternal.



These doctrinal differences, rooted in the concepts of exaltation and a plurality of gods, set Mormonism 
apart from orthodox Christianity. While Mormons claim to worship the same God as other Christians, 
their understanding of God's nature, the potential for human deification, and the existence of multiple 
gods clearly distinguishes their theology and practices from mainstream Christian beliefs.

3. Mormon scripture, prophets and apostles teach that God the Father is an exalted man with flesh and 
bones.

>>>The doctrinal origin that allowed Joseph Smith to differentiate Mormonism from orthodox 
Christianity on the nature of God the Father is rooted in the concept of anthropomorphism and the 
belief in a physical, embodied God.

Joseph Smith...

Joseph Smith: “God himself… is an exalted Man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens. … if you were 
to see him today, you would see him like a man in form—like yourselves, in all the person, image, and 
very form as a man."
(Journal of Discourses, vol. 6, 3-4.)

D&C...

“The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s;” 
(Doctrines and Covenants 130:22)

Articles of Faith...

“We know that both the Father and the Son are in form and stature perfect men; each of them possesses 
a tangible body … of flesh and bones,”
[Articles of Faith (1899), 38.]

PHOTO: god was once a man
CAPTION: Milton R. Hunter: “Mormon prophets have continuously taught the sublime truth that God 
the Eternal Father was once a mortal man who passed through a school of earth life similar to that 
through which we are now passing. He became God-an exalted being. … He grew in experience and 
continued to grow until He attained the status of Godhood. In other words, He became a God by 
absolute obedience…” [The Gospel Throughout The Ages, 104, 114-15.]

Anthropomorphism: This is the attribution of human characteristics or behavior to a god, animal, or 
object. Mormon theology embraces a literal interpretation of anthropomorphic language used in the 
Bible to describe God. For example, passages that mention God's hand, eyes, or emotions are taken as 
evidence that God has a physical body similar to humans.

Embodied God: Mormonism teaches that God the Father has a tangible body of flesh and bones, just as 
Jesus Christ does after his resurrection. This belief is based on scriptural interpretations, personal 
revelations claimed by Joseph Smith, and teachings of subsequent prophets and apostles.

Divine Pattern for Humanity: This concept of an embodied God also connects to the Mormon doctrine 
of exaltation. By understanding God as an exalted man, it reinforces the idea that humans have the 
potential to become like God, not just in spirit but also in physical form.



This view of God contrasts with the more abstract and transcendent understanding of God prevalent in 
many orthodox Christian traditions. These traditions often emphasize God's spiritual nature and reject 
the idea of God having a physical body.

By embracing a more literal and anthropomorphic view of God, Joseph Smith established a distinct 
theological foundation for Mormonism. This doctrine not only differentiated the Latter-day Saints from 
other Christian denominations but also provided a framework for offering the faithful the potential for 
an extra special place in the afterlife.

James White in his book, Letters To a Mormon Elder, addresses the issue of Bible translation though 
the ages, "But it IS Translated Correctly!"
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/2024/04/01/letters-to-a-mormon-elder-chapter-2/

PHOTO: Queen-of-Heaven
CAPTION: While there is no explicitly canonized revelation mentioning Heavenly Mother, her 
existence has been acknowledged by prophets and apostles since the early days of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. The earliest reference may be found in a poem published in the Times and 
Seasons in February 1844 by W. W. Phelps, which alluded to a "queen of heaven." A more direct 
reference was made by Phelps in January 1845, stating "Thy father is God, thy mother is the Queen of 
heaven."

4. Mormon prophets and apostles teach that God the Father has at least one wife by which we were all 
literally born from as spirit children prior to coming to this earth. Some of these prophets and apostles 
have even taught that Jesus had wives and children.

>>>The doctrinal origins of the Mormon beliefs regarding Heavenly Mother and the potential for Jesus 
having wives stem from a few key sources:

The King Follett Discourse: This sermon delivered by Joseph Smith in 1844 introduced the concept of 
a Heavenly Mother, stating that God the Father was once a man who progressed to godhood and that 
humans could follow the same path. This implied a divine feminine counterpart.

Early Mormon Writings: Some early Mormon leaders, such as Orson Pratt and Brigham Young, wrote 
and preached about the possibility of God the Father having multiple wives and the potential for Jesus 
to have been married. These ideas were based on interpretations of scripture and revelations they 
claimed to have received.

The Principle of Eternal Marriage: The Mormon doctrine of eternal marriage, which allows for 
marriage to continue beyond death, led to speculation about the marital status of divine beings. If 
marriage was essential for exaltation, it was reasoned that even God and Jesus would have participated 
in it.

It's important to note that:

Heavenly Mother: The existence of a Heavenly Mother is generally accepted within the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, although little is officially taught about her.



Jesus' Marital Status: The idea of Jesus being married is not an official doctrine of the Church and is 
considered speculative by most members.

These beliefs, while not universally accepted or emphasized within Mormonism, demonstrate a 
departure from traditional Christian views on the nature of God and Jesus, highlighting the unique 
theological development of the Latter-day Saint movement.

5. The teaching of Joseph Smith...

If Abraham reasoned thus — If Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and John discovered that God the 
Father of Jesus Christ had a Father, you may suppose that He had a Father also. Where was there ever a 
son without a father? And where was there ever a father without first being a son? Whenever did a tree 
or anything spring into existence without a progenitor? And everything comes in this way. Hence if 
Jesus had a Father, can we not believe that He had a Father also? I despise the idea of being scared to 
death at such a doctrine, for the Bible is full of it.

I want you to pay particular attention to what I am saying. Jesus said that the Father wrought precisely 
in the same way as His Father had done before Him. As the Father had done before? He laid down His 
life, and took it up the same as His Father had done before.
(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 373).

>>>The doctrinal origin described in this paragraph is rooted in Joseph Smith's teachings on the nature 
of God and the concept of eternal progression. This concept diverges significantly from traditional 
Christian theology and is one of the key distinguishing factors of Mormonism.

Key Points:

Eternal Progression: Joseph Smith taught that God the Father was once a man who progressed to 
godhood. This implies a cyclical process where every god was once a man and had a father who was 
also a god. This doctrine of eternal progression is central to Mormon theology and contrasts with the 
traditional Christian belief in a single, unchanging God.

The King Follett Discourse: The quote provided is from Joseph Smith's King Follett Discourse, a 
pivotal sermon where he elaborated on these ideas. Smith's reasoning here is that if Jesus had a Father, 
and John the Baptist recognized that God the Father had a Father, then logically, God the Father must 
have also had a Father.

Scriptural Interpretation: Smith also cites the Bible to support his argument, interpreting Jesus' words 
about His Father doing the same works as Him as evidence of this divine lineage. While this 
interpretation is unique to Mormonism, it demonstrates Smith's use of scripture to justify his 
theological innovations.

Another logical necessity that is explicit Mormon doctrine is that God is but one of many gods in 
existence:"How many Gods there are, I do not know. But there never was a time when there were not 
Gods and worlds, and when men were not passing through the same ordeals that we are now passing 
through. That course has been from all eternity, and it is and will be to all eternity." (Discourses of 
Brigham Young, pg. 22).

Distinction from Orthodox Christianity:



Nature of God: Mormonism's concept of a God who was once a man and progressed to godhood is 
fundamentally different from the traditional Christian understanding of a single, eternal, and 
unchanging God.

Eternal Progression: The doctrine of eternal progression, with its implication of a cyclical process of 
gods and fathers, is unique to Mormonism and not found in orthodox Christian theology.

Scriptural Interpretation: While both Mormonism and Christianity use the Bible, their interpretations 
generally differ significantly, as seen in Smith's interpretation of Jesus' words in the King Follett 
Discourse.

By introducing these concepts, Joseph Smith established a distinct theological framework for 
Mormonism, one that diverged from traditional Christian beliefs and offered a unique perspective on 
the nature of God and the potential for human exaltation.

PHOTO: pre-existence
CAPTION: LDS: Premortality refers to our life before we were born on this earth. In our pre-earth life, 
we lived in the presence of our Heavenly Father as His spirit children. We did not have a physical body.

In this premortal existence, we attended a council with Heavenly Father’s other spirit children. At that 
council, Heavenly Father presented His great plan of happiness.
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics/premortality?lang=eng

6. Within Mormon theology, Jesus is not considered the creator of all things. Latter-day Saint leaders 
teach that Jesus did not create human spirits, Lucifer, or even the planet where he was born in spirit 
form. This belief stems from the Mormon doctrine of a pre-mortal existence, where all individuals, 
including Jesus and Lucifer, existed as spirit children of heavenly parents. In this framework, Jesus and 
Lucifer are seen as spiritual brothers, and humans as their younger siblings, all originating from the 
same divine parents who were responsible for the creation of their specific world, not the entire 
universe.

>>>The doctrinal origin described in the paragraph stems from Joseph Smith's teachings on the pre-
mortal existence and the nature of God, both of which diverge significantly from traditional Christian 
theology.

Key Points:

Pre-Mortal Existence: Joseph Smith introduced the concept of a pre-mortal life where all spirits, 
including those of humans, Jesus, and Lucifer, existed as children of heavenly parents. This pre-mortal 
existence is a central tenet of Mormon theology and differentiates it from orthodox Christianity, which 
generally does not teach of a life before birth.

The Nature of God: Mormon theology posits that God the Father was once a man who progressed to 
godhood and that humans can follow the same path. This implies a familial relationship between God, 
Jesus, humans, and even Lucifer, as all are seen as children of God the Father in a spiritual sense.

Creation: While traditional Christianity attributes the creation of all things to God, Mormonism teaches 
that God organized the world from pre-existing matter and that the creation of spirits is a separate act 



performed by heavenly parents. This distinguishes Mormon cosmology from the Christian creation 
narrative.

Distinction from Orthodox Christianity:

Pre-Mortal Existence: The concept of a pre-mortal life where spirits exist before birth is unique to 
Mormonism and not found in traditional Christian theology.

The Nature of God: Mormonism's view of God as an exalted man who progressed to godhood and the 
familial relationship between God, Jesus, and humans differs significantly from the Christian 
understanding of a single, eternal, and unchanging God.

Creation: While both religions acknowledge God's role in creation, Mormonism's distinction between 
the creation of the world from pre-existing matter and the creation of spirits by heavenly parents sets it 
apart from traditional Christian beliefs.

Joseph Smith's teachings on pre-mortal existence, the nature of God, and creation laid the foundation 
for a unique theological system within Mormonism. This framework diverges from traditional Christian 
beliefs and provides an alternative perspective on human origins, the divine, and the ultimate meaning 
of life.

PHOTO: Praying directly to God
CAPTION: Mormons use formal and respectful language for prayer, referring to God with "Thee" and 
"Thou" because the King James English is somehow the most reverent form of communication with 
God.

7. Latter-day Saint leaders emphasize the practice of praying directly to God the Father, rather than to 
Jesus Christ. They teach that prayers should be offered only "in the name of Jesus," recognizing his role 
as a mediator and advocate between humanity and God the Father.

Apostle Bruce McConkie said concerning the Father, "He is the one to whom we have direct access by 
prayer, and if there were some need -- which there is not -- to single out one member of the Godhead, 
for a special relationship, the Father, not the Son, would be the one to choose. Our relationship with the 
Son is one of brother or sister in the pre-mortal life.

Referring to “others who have an excessive zeal,” McConkie went on to say that they devote 
themselves to gaining a special, personal relationship with Christ that is both improper and 
perilous. ...Another peril is that those so involved often begin to pray directly to Christ because of some 
special friendship they feel has been developed. ...This is plain sectarian nonsense. Our prayers are 
addressed to the Father and to Him only (BYU Devotional [March 2, 1982], 17, 19 & 20)."

>>>The doctrinal origin described in the paragraph is rooted in Joseph Smith's teachings on the nature 
of God and the Godhead, which differ significantly from traditional Christian theology. This distinct 
understanding led to the development of specific prayer practices within Mormonism.

Key Points:



The Godhead: Mormonism views the Godhead as three separate and distinct beings: God the Father, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost. While they are united in purpose, they are not considered a single 
entity, as in the traditional Christian doctrine of the Trinity.

God the Father as Supreme: In Mormon theology, God the Father is seen as the supreme being and the 
ultimate object of worship. He is the one to whom prayers are directed, while Jesus Christ acts as a 
mediator and advocate.

Scriptural Basis: This practice is supported by references to Jesus' own prayers in the Bible, where he 
addresses the Father, and by the Lord's Prayer, which begins with "Our Father." Mormon leaders 
interpret these as evidence that prayers should be directed to the Father.

Unique Relationship with Jesus: Mormons believe in a pre-mortal existence where all spirits, including 
those of humans and Jesus, were children of God the Father. This fosters a sense of kinship with Jesus, 
but not one that warrants direct prayer.

Distinction from Orthodox Christianity:

The Godhead: The Mormon concept of the Godhead as three separate beings contrasts with the 
traditional Christian belief in the Trinity, where God is one being in three persons.

Prayer Focus: While Christians often pray to Jesus directly, Mormonism emphasizes praying to the 
Father in the name of Jesus. This reflects their distinct understanding of the roles and relationships 
within the Godhead.

Scriptural Interpretation: Both Mormonism and Christianity use the Bible, but their interpretations 
differ significantly, as seen in the understanding of prayer practices.

By emphasizing prayer to God the Father, Mormonism reinforces its unique theological framework and 
distinguishes itself from traditional Christian practices. This approach highlights the distinct 
relationship Mormons believe they have with God the Father and Jesus Christ, while still 
acknowledging Jesus' role as a mediator and advocate.

Christian Response: Some members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints may argue that 
certain sources cited are not scriptural and therefore lack binding authority. However, biblical teachings 
caution against following prophets or apostles who present gods different from the one revealed in 
scripture (Deuteronomy 13:1-5, 2 Corinthians 11:3-4, 13-15, Galatians 1:6-9). Whether the sources in 
question are considered scriptural within the Mormon faith is secondary. If the teachings they contain 
contradict the biblical understanding of God, then it raises questions about the alignment of these 
individuals with the God of the Bible and their adherence to Christian principles.

While members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints may raise concerns about potential 
errors and omissions in the Bible due to translations, they primarily rely on their church's teachings and 
personal spiritual confirmation, referred to as a "burning in the bosom," to guide their faith. In contrast, 
Christians generally find the consistency among various ancient manuscripts of the Bible to be 
compelling evidence against the claim that crucial truths have been removed. They trust in the words of 
Jesus, who affirmed the enduring nature of scripture, and find guidance in the word of God rather than 
relying solely on personal feelings.



According to Christian interpretation of the Bible, the creation of all worlds in the universe is attributed 
to a single being, not a collective of gods (Isaiah 43:10; 44:6, 8, 24; 45:12; 46:9). While other "gods" 
are mentioned in scripture, they are consistently portrayed as false idols lacking the true nature of 
divinity (Ps. 96:5; 1 Cor. 8:1-6; Gal. 4:8).

Some members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints may draw parallels between their 
belief in the potential for humans to become gods (or become "as" gods ... take you pick) and the 
concept of deification found in early Christian writings and some theological traditions. However, these 
Christian perspectives maintain a belief in a single, unique God and emphasize that humans cannot 
attain the fundamental attributes of God, such as omnipotence or eternality. Christian deification refers 
to a spiritual transformation into the likeness of God, not a literal elevation to godhood.

According to biblical teachings, God's existence is not confined to a physical body; He transcends such 
limitations (1 Kings 8:27, John 4:21-24). His nature is unchanging and eternal, distinct from humanity 
(Malachi 3:6, Psalm 90:2). This fundamental difference distinguishes God from humans, even those 
who might be exalted.

Furthermore, the Bible attributes the creation of all things, including humans and spiritual beings like 
Lucifer, to Jesus Christ (John 1:1-3, 14, Colossians 1:15-18). This understanding supports the Christian 
practice of praying to Jesus, as seen in Stephen's prayer (Acts 7:59).

Jesus himself encouraged prayer to both the Father and himself (John 14:14). His promise to be with 
his followers always (Matthew 18:20, 28:20) transcends physical presence. While fully human, Jesus is 
also fully divine and should be recognized as such (John 1:1, 14; 5:18, 23; Romans 9:5; Philippians 
2:5-10; Colossians 2:9; Revelation 1:8, 17-18; 22:6-20). As the unique Son of God, he is identified as 
God the Son (John 1:18).

In Christian theology, Jesus is considered the second person of the Trinity, a concept central to 
orthodox Christianity. The Trinity defines God as three distinct persons - Father, Son (Jesus), and Holy 
Spirit - who are eternally united in essence and purpose.

Orthodox Christian doctrine emphasizes that salvation is dependent on recognizing and believing in the 
true nature of God, as revealed through Jesus Christ. Jesus himself declared the importance of this 
belief, stating, "If you do not believe that I am he, you will die in your sins" (John 8:24).

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints often appears similar to traditional Christian 
denominations on the surface, using familiar terminology and engaging in practices like baptism and 
missionary work. However, their underlying beliefs diverge significantly from biblical Christianity, 
particularly in their understanding of salvation.

While the Bible offers a clear and simple answer to the question of salvation— "Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31) — Mormonism presents a more complex path. 
Christian denominations, aligning with the Bible, emphasize salvation as a free gift received through 
faith in Jesus Christ alone. It is attained through repentance towards God and faith in Jesus, requiring 
nothing more and nothing less.

This fundamental difference in understanding salvation highlights the divergence between Mormonism 
and traditional Christian beliefs.



The Bible's answer to the question of salvation is straightforward: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31). The traditional Christian tradition emphasize salvation as a 
freely given gift accessible through faith in Jesus Christ alone and it is available to all who embrace 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. This salvation is achieved through repentance towards God and faith in Jesus, 
without any additional requirements.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, 
lest any man should boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV)

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of 
the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
Galatians 2:16 (KJV)

And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, 
then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.
Romans 11:6 (KJV)

Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
2 Timothy 1:9 (KJV)

In contrast, Mormonism presents a more intricate path to salvation, incorporating additional elements 
beyond faith in Christ. This fundamental difference in the understanding of salvation underscores the 
significant divergence between Mormonism and traditional Christian beliefs.

Romans 6:23 "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." (Gifts aren't earned - they are freely given.) John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." I 
John 5:13 "These things are written that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the son of God."

The Bible says “with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10).

To better understand God's plan of salvation and the importance of Bible doctrine, the following 
resources will contribute greatly to that end.

What are good works: Good works from a biblical standpoint are not as a means to earn or learn a 
higher place in eternal life or God’s favor, but as the natural expression of faith and salvation secured 
by God’s grace through Jesus Christ. In the Christian life, good works are not burdensome obligations 
but a joyful expression of the transformative impact of Christ within us.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/
JesusIsEnough_WhatAreGoodWorks.pdf

What is Faith?: Faith is not merely a series of actions or a strong belief but is a transformative gift from 
God that enables us to grasp and hold onto the gifts of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life offered 
through the person and work of Jesus Christ.



https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/JesusIsEnough_WhatIsFaith.pdf

What is Grace?: The Bible reveals grace’s true breadth and depth, showing it to be more than just a 
divine aid or a reward for our deeds. Grace, as presented in the Bible, is the foundation of our 
redemption and the cornerstone of our relationship with God.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/JesusIsEnough_WhatIsGrace.pdf

What is Sin?: Sin’s true impact goes beyond mere rule-breaking to the core of our hearts and 
relationships. It begins in the Garden of Eden and continues throughout history, highlighting the 
pervasive nature of sin and God’s enduring plan for salvation.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/JesusIsEnough_WhatIsSin.pdf

What is the Atonement?: The atonement is more than just an abstract theological concept; it is the 
heartbeat of redemption, the turning point of history, and the cornerstone of our relationship with God. 
The concept of atonement centers on the profound act of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, eliminating the 
chasm between man and God created by sin and death.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/
JesusIsEnough_WhatIsTheAtonement.pdf

What is the Gospel?: The biblical narrative is not about what we must do but what God has done 
through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The Gospel is God’s profound gift of love and redemption, 
offering forgiveness of sins and the assurance of eternal life independent of our deeds.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/JesusIsEnough_WhatIsTheGospel.pdf

What is the Law?: When we turn to the Bible, we find that God’s expectations, as laid out in his law, 
are vastly different and exceedingly beyond our reach. This difference raises a pivotal question: What is 
the purpose of God’s law if it presents us with commands that seem impossible to keep? The Law is not 
a checklist for righteousness but is an indicator of our need for something greater—the grace and 
redemption found in Jesus Christ.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/JesusIsEnough_WhatIsTheLaw.pdf

Who is Jesus?: “Who is Jesus to you?” This question isn’t merely a historical inquiry—it’s a highly 
personal exploration that touches the core of our existence. The Bible portrays Jesus as God in the 
flesh, the awaited Messiah, our rescuing Redeemer, and King ... a Savior, who calls each of us by name 
into life-transforming eternal fellowship with him.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/JesusIsEnough_WhoIsJesus.pdf

Other resources for understanding the history, theology and doctrines of the LDS Church:

41 Unique Teachings of the LDS Church: by Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/41uniqueteachings.pdf

Archaeology and the Book of Mormon: by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/archaeologyandthebookofmormon.pdf

The Bible and Mormon Doctrine: by Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/bibleandmormondoctrine.pdf

The Case Against Mormonism, Volume I: by Jerald and Sandra Tanner



https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/caseagainstmormonism1vol1.pdf

The Case Against Mormonism, Volume II: by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/caseagainstmormonism-vol2.pdf

The Case Against Mormonism, Volume III: by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/caseagainstmormonism_vol3.pdf

The Changing World of Mormonism; “A condensation and revision of Mormonism: Shadow or 
Reality?”: by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Changing-World-of-Mormonism.pdf

The Mormon Murders, Twenty-Five Years later: By Sandra Tanner and Rocky Hulse
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Utah-Lighthouse-The-Mormon-
Murders.pdf

The Mormon Kingdom, Volume I: by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/mormonkingdomone_digital.pdf

The Mormon Kingdom, Volume II: by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/mormonkingdomtwo_digital.pdf

Mormonism, Magic and Masonry: by Jerald and Sandra Tanner
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/mormonismmagicmasonry_digital.pdf

People of Paradox, A History of Mormon Culture: by Terry L. Givens
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/People-of-Paradox-A-History-of-
Mormon-Culture.pdf

Archaeology, Mormonism, and the Claims of History: by Charles W. Nuckolls
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/
Archaeology_Mormonism_and_the_Claims_of.pdf

The Truth About Mormonism, What You May Not Have Been Told: by Dennis & Rauni Higley
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/BB_mormon_truth.pdf

By His Own Hand Upon Papyrus, A New Look at the Joseph Smith Papyri: By Charles M. Larson
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/By-His-Own-Hand-Upon-Papyrus-By-
Charles-B.-Larson.pdf

Joseph Smith, The Making of a Prophet: by Dan Vogel
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Joseph-Smith_-The-Making-of-a-
Prophet.pdf

Mormonism and the Question of Truth: by Latayne C. Scott
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/MORMONISM-AND-THE-
QUESTION-OF-TRUTH.pdf

The entheogenic origins of Mormonism: A working hypothesis



by Robert Beckstead, Bryce Blankenagel, Cody Noconi, & Michael Winkelman
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/
The_entheogenic_origins_of_Mormonism_A_working_hyp.pdf

Mormonism Unvailed, 1834: by E.D. Howe
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Mormonism_Unvailed_Howe.pdf

Mormonism and The Mormons, A Historical View of the Rise and Progress of the Sect Self-Styled 
Latter-day Saints, 1856: by Daniel Parish Kidder
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/
MormonismandtheMormons_10234488.pdf

Mormonism Exposed, 1842: by La Roy Sunderland
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Mormonism-Exposed-LaRoy-
Sunderland.pdf

The Mormon Menace, The Confessions of John Doyle Lee and the Mountain Meadows Massacre
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/The-Mormon-Menace.pdf

Mormon Beliefs Exposed, LDS Teachings vs The Bible: by Witness For Jesus, Inc.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/lds-beliefs-exposed.pdf

Should We Trust The Bible? A Christian Response to Mormonism’s Attack Upon the Bible’s Accuracy: 
by Witness For Jesus, Inc.
https://novus2.com/righteouscause/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/mormon-view-bible.pdf


